City of Nashwauk
City Council Meeting
September 10, 2019

Mayor Saari called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 
Mayor Saari led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Members present: Councilor Holmbeck, Councilor Heyblom, Mayor Saari. 
Members absent: Councilor Bodin, Council Gangl. 
Also present: Attorney Simon, Police Chief Dasovich, Officer Savolainen, Officer Grossell, Administrator Kurtock, Engineer Jamnick, Commissioner Ben DeNucci, Peggy Hagen, Lance Hopke.  

Approval of Minutes 
*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to approve the minutes of the August 27, 2019 City Council meeting.  
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Approval of Consent Agenda 
*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to approve the consent agenda as follows: 
a. Approve claims register #91019 Claims 1 in the amount of $20,622.94.
b. Approve claims register #91919 Claims 2 in the amount of $5,860.38. 
c. Approve Matthew Grossell to attend Standardized Field Sobriety training in St. Cloud on November 4 & 5; miles, lodging, meals; no course fee. 
d. Approve EMR refresher for Nashwauk Fire Department in the amount of $1,700.00 through Hibbing Community College. 
Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Unfinished Business 
Flag Football 
Council discussed the transition from pony league football to flag football. Coach David Mell had started pony league football and was rumored to be starting a booster club to keep the program as tackle football. An inventory of the equipment needed to be completed if the booster was going to purchase the equipment. 

*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Heyblom to terminate the hire of David Mell unless the football program was transitioned to flag football. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Recreation Center Renovations 
Engineer Jamnick was present to discuss the floor plan that was adopted by the City Council at the previous meeting. Mayor Saari asked that the project be forwarded to Max Gray Construction regarding updating estimated costs. 

*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Heyblom to move forward with submitting the proposed floor plan to the construction manager, Max Gray Construction. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

East Itasca Joint Sewer Board  
Mayor Saari updated that there had been a hearing in Grand Rapids with the Capital Investment Committee and Board members Korpi, King, and Engineer Jamnick. The requests presented were related to funding Phase II of the project, which focuses on the sewer extension around swan lake.  

Building Inspection Update 
Building Inspector, Joe Odell, resigned and stated that because Nashwauk was enforcing safety and not code, any person could complete the building inspections as long as that person had a building trades background. Council discussed having a city employee complete the inspections. Because Lance Hopke has a background in building trades, he was asked if this was a duty he would be interested in. The Administrator and Mr. Hopke would discuss the subject and provide additional information to Council. 

2019 Capital Financial Plan 
Mike Bubany had received utility rates, LGA, levies, and indebtedness figures from Nashwauk and those same figures from ten other cities that had agreed to participate in the comparative analysis. The spreadsheet detailing those results was shared with Council. Mr. Bubany would be ready for a full presentation to the Council within the next few weeks. 

TH169/Th65 Intersection Discussion 
Mayor Saari asked the Council for three or four long-term solution proposals that the City could forward to MnDOT as alternative to the j-hook plan that MnDOT was advocating for the intersection of TH65 and TH169. Council discussed the issue at length and opted to hold a special session on September 19 for further discussion. 

New Business 
Resolution 2019-15 
*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to adopt Resolution 2019-15 allowing publication of Ordinance 2019-01 in summary form. 
	Roll call: Ayes—Councilor Holmbeck, Councilor Heyblom, Mayor Saari. 
	Absent and not voting: Councilor Bodin, Councilor Gangl. Resolution approved. 

Recreation Committee Appointment 
*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to approve the appointment of Ben DeNucci to the Recreation Committee. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Nashwauk Fire Department Secretary 
*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to accept the resignation of Jerry Martin as Secretary of the Nashwauk Fire Department as of August 27, 2019. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to affirm the appointment of Brenden Johnson as Secretary of the Nashwauk Fire Department effective August 27, 2019. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 




Department & Committee Reports
Recreation Committee 
Peggy Hagen shared that some equipment on the playground was needing repair. Ben DeNucci spoke about funds being available through a couple of Itasca County grants that would allow for recreational projects. The Committee asked for staff support in drafting a grant request. 

Police Department Update 
Chief Dasovich shared that the SRO position was going well. There had been about six calls thus far and Officer Grossell was doing very well in the role. Dasovich also shared that interviews for the patrol position were scheduled for September 26th and expected to have a recommendation for hire in October. 

Law Enforcement Services 
Chief Dasovich said the cities of Calumet and Marble are looking for blight enforcement. Mayor Saari requested a work session for additional details related to scheduling, the impact on police services to Nashwauk, and expenses. The issue would be discussed at the September 19 special session. 

Commission Updates 
None. 

Public Comment
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jayson Loomis, 18 2nd Street, expressed interest in purchasing the City owned garage near his home. The request would be placed on the next council agenda. 

Mayor and Council Updates 
Councilor Holmbeck shared that there was construction work happening at the parcel recently purchased by West Range Storage.

Mayor Saari shared a brief summary of LMC Committee work and continuing discussions with the Minnesota Association of Small Cities. 


Adjourn 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 




_________________________
City Clerk 








