City of Nashwauk
August 13, 2018
City Council Meeting

Mayor Heyblom called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 
Mayor Heyblom led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Members present: Councilor Saari, Mayor Heyblom, Councilor Gangl
Members absent: Councilor Marinaro, Councilor Williams 
Also present: Officer Savolainen, Attorney Simon, Administrator Kurtock

Approval of Minutes 
*Motion by Councilor Gangl, seconded by Councilor Saari to approve the minutes of the July 24, 2018 City Council meeting; minutes of the July 24, 2018 Special City Council meeting. 
	Ayes all present—motion carried. 

Approval of Claims
*Motion by Councilor Saari, seconded by Councilor Gangl to approve all claims signed and file the claims register as official record. 
	Ayes all present—motion carried. 

Approval of Communications 
*Motion by Councilor Saari, seconded by Councilor Gangl to approve the communications as read. 
	Ayes all present—motion carried. 

Approval of Consent Agenda
*Motion by Councilor Gangl, seconded by Councilor Saari to approve the consent agenda as follows: 
1. Approve ride-along request on the Nashwauk Ambulance Service for Connor Grigsby and Melissa Justison. 
Ayes all present—motion carried. 

Old Business Report 
Community Center 
Both Mayor Heyblom and Councilor Saari reported they had spoken with Barb Caskey from ARDC regarding the City’s request for her to write grant requests for the Community Center. 

Overlook Update 
Quotes for the project are due by August 23. 

Disc Golf
The project has been put on hold due to initial placement not what was originally requested. Long grass was a hinderance to the project, so it will continue in the spring after the Fire Department burns grass. Mayor Heyblom spoke of Tim Pastika, who had done a walk-through of the proposed disc golf location and said the holes were planned for in the woods. When the project resumes the hole placement proposal should be presented to the Council. 



City Hall Repairs 
Upgrades and cost estimates for City Hall will be obtained and used as part of the 2019 budgeting planning. 

Updated Council Agenda Template 
Council shared that the proposed template was easier to follow and had more detail. All voiced consent to proceed with the updated template. 

Resignation of William R. Williams 
*Motion by Councilor Saari, seconded by Councilor Gangl to accept the resignation of William R. Williams from the Nashwauk Fire Department effective July 23, 2018. 
	Ayes all present—motion carried. 

*Motion by Councilor Gangl, seconded by Councilor Saari to accept the resignation of William R. Williams from the position of City Councilor effective July 23, 2018. 
	Ayes all present—motion carried. 

Filling Vacant Councilor Position 
Applications to fill the vacant Councilor position would be due by 4:00 p.m. on August 24, 2018. Councilor Saari expressed concern over where the ad would be published, as he felt he didn’t see the Scenic Range NewsForum being circulated at local businesses. A representative for Scenic Range was present and informed the Council that no changes had been made and all businesses who sold the publication before would continue to do so. 

*Motion by Mayor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Saari to approve the advertisement calling for applicants for an appointment to the vacant City Councilor position. Letters of interest due by 4:00 p.m. on August 24, 2018. 
	Ayes all present—motion carried. 

Waiver of Conflicts of Interest 
The document was related to Sellman Law representing both the City of Nashwauk and the East Itasca Joint Sewer Board. The waiver acknowledged that if the parties faced adversity among themselves, Sellman Law would not represent either and both parties would have to seek outside counsel. 

*Motion by Councilor Gangl, seconded by Councilor Saari to approve the Waiver of Conflict of Interest between the City of Nashwauk and the East Itasca Joint Sewer Board. 
	Ayes all present—motion carried.  

Handicapped Parking Request 
A request for handicapped parking was received from Mark Williams at 420 3rd Street. Councilor Saari clarified that the parking spot would not be inclusive for the person requesting the spot and anyone with a handicapped parking permit could park in the space. 

*Motion by Councilor Saari, seconded by Councilor Gangl to approve the handicapped parking request for Mark Williams at 420 3rd Street. 
	Ayes all present—motion carried. 


Process for Flagging Dilapidated Structures 
A process for flagging dilapidated structures within town was presented to the Council for consideration. Councilor Gangl voiced interest in seeing the drive through be completed twice a year versus once per year. Mayor Heyblom voiced concern of residents being next to dilapidated buildings and not losing track of pursuing the buildings that have been flagged. Councilor Saari supported the proposal because of the end of process would be definite and not delayed. Council discussed if the proposal should be an ordinance versus a policy. Attorney Simon said there could be benefits to having it as an ordinance versus a policy. An ordinance would allow for additional action being taken. However, a policy would be easier to change in the future, should change be required. 

*Motion by Councilor Gangl, seconded by Councilor Saari to approve the process for flagging dilapidated structures as policy, amending that the drive through referenced should be completed twice per year. 
	Ayes all present—motion carried. 

Training Reimbursement Agreements
*Motion by Mayor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Gangl to approve the training reimbursement agreement with Melissa Justison to complete training as an EMT for the Nashwauk Ambulance Service. 
	Ayes all present—motion carried. 

*Motion by Councilor Gangl, seconded by Mayor Heyblom to approve the training reimbursement agreement with Connor Grigsby to complete training as an EMT for the Nashwauk Ambulance Service. 
	Ayes all present—motion carried. 

Councilor Gangl requested an update on how many people have participated in the training opportunity. Depending on that report, the training program could possibly be on hold. 

Fire Department Call for Applications 
*Motion by Mayor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Gangl to approve the request by the Nashwauk Fire Department to call for applications for volunteer firefighters. 
	Ayes all present—motion carried. 

Councilor Saari requested that for future requests such as additional firefighters that Chief Coughlin provide an updated about the roster. 

Bozich Lot 100 Purchase Proposal 
A request to purchase Bozich Lot 100 was received from Frank and Echo Stuntebeck. Their proposal included a plan for a modular home. 

*Motion by Councilor Gangl, seconded by Councilor Saari to approve the proposal from Frank and Echo Stuntebeck to purchase Lot 100 in the Bozich Addition contingent upon the structure being compliant with the uniform building code.  
	Ayes all present—motion carried. 

Items from Floor 
Dennis Harrington questioned a rumor he’d heard regarding the City looking to build a building that would house all city departments. If that were to happen, would the Memorial Building be abandoned? Harrington questioned if the building could be registered with the national registry of historical buildings. Councilors discussed renovation of the Memorial Building.  

Peggy Hagen, Heritage Days Coordinator, thanked the Council for supporting the Heritage Days initiative and asked for feedback from the public. 

Councilor Saari gave an updated regarding the East Itasca Joint Sewer Board. He said the project was proceeding, with potentially significant progress starting within the next week. 

Councilor Gangl stated he’d received a question from a resident on how the Bozich Addition would be connected to the rest of Nashwauk, especially related to youth having access to the City without having to navigate the highway. He said the Council should consider a trail system. 

Mayor Heyblom questioned who was in charge or enforcing the ordinance related to the length of grass, expressing frustration over long grass at a property near a Nashwauk entrance. 

Street Lead Ketola approached the Council with quotes for plow trucks, stating that with accessories the truck would cost near $125,000. The information would be used toward future budgeting for 2019. 

Adjourn 
*Motion by Councilor Saari, seconded by Councilor Gangl to adjourn at 6:20 p.m. 
	Ayes all present—motion carried. 


____________________________
City Clerk 
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