City of Nashwauk
Special City Council Meeting
July 17, 2019

Mayor Saari called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. in the Legion Chambers of City Hall. The meeting was a joint meeting with the City of Keewatin City Council. 

Members present: Councilor Holmbeck, Councilor Heyblom, Mayor Saari, Councilor Bodin, Councilor Gangl. 
Keewatin Council present: Councilor Clusiau, Councilor Koprivec, Councilor Graves, Mayor King, Clerk Maras. 
Nashwauk Employees present: EMS Coordinator Bodin, Fire Chief Coughlin, Assistant Fire Chief Martire, Assistant Police Chief Dasovich, Administrator Kurtock, John Ketola, Tom Martire, Jason Martire, and Lance Hopke. 

Collaborative Discussion with the City of Keewatin
Keewatin Mayor King discussed the police departments and ideas for collaborative initiatives like shift coverage for each other. A committee was formed to further discussions. The Committee consists of Mayor King, Councilor Holmbeck, Keewatin Chief Whitney, Nashwauk Assistant Chief Dasovich. 

The Cities discussed the wastewater project and Keewatin expressed appreciation for Nashwauk’s willingness to allow Keewatin to connect to the pond system. 

Keewatin Mayor King asked what could be done to be more efficient regarding the fire departments. Several fire members shared that a training session was recently held between the two departments and that went very well. 

Regarding EMS, Nashwauk informed Keewatin that there was a taxing district established many decades ago that if the Nashwauk Ambulance Service ever started losing revenue, the taxing district could be employed. The taxing district as of now wasn’t active. Mayor King stated he would support the taxing district to be activated, as the ambulance service was an asset to the community. EMS Coordinator Bodin shared that she had a request in to Itasca County Health and Human Services to receive funding for a new ambulance, as Nashwauk hadn’t been funded in many years and the County cut an ambulance from their last years’ budget. Mayor King stated he would draft a letter of support. 

The Councils discussed tourism collaboration and discussion revolved heavily around the O’Brien area. A Recreation Expansion Committee was created and consisted of Councilor Heyblom, Councilor Graves, and Clerk Maras. 

Another meeting would be held within a few weeks after the two new committees had a chance to meet. The next joint meeting would be held in the City of Keewatin. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Adjourn 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 


_________________________
City Clerk 
