City of Nashwauk
City Council Meeting
June 25, 2019

Mayor Saari called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 
Mayor Saari led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Members present: Councilor Holmbeck, Councilor Heyblom, Mayor Saari, Councilor Bodin 
Members absent: Councilor Gangl
Also present: Engineer Jamnick, Assistant Police Chief Dasovich, Fire Chief Coughlin, Administrator Kurtock, John Ketola, Tom Martire

Approval of Minutes 
*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Bodin to approve the minutes of the June 11, 2019 City Council meeting. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried.   

Approval of Consent Agenda 
*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to approve the consent agenda as follows: 
a. Approve claims register #62519 Claims1 in the amount of $35,449.96. 
b. Approve claims register #62519 Claims2 in the amount of $12,533.65.
c. Approve that the Red Rock Run organized by the Nashwauk Area Community Fund be under the auspices of the City.   
d. Approve food concessions permits for Original Gyros and Schweiby’s Concessions for the 3rd and 4th of July. 
e. Approve any member of Council to attend the Mining and Mineral Resources Reception and Dinner in Biwabik on July 25. 
f. Approve ride-along request for Brandon Svoboda on the Nashwauk Ambulance Service. 
Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Unfinished Business 
Recreation Center Renovations 
Engineer Jamnick shared three options related to the Recreation Center Renovations and a Community Center plan. Jamnick stated that cost estimates for any of the options would be approximately $200-$250 per square foot, for an overall cost of approximately $1,000,000 to $1,300,000. With 3,000 square feet, the occupancy would hold approximately 200 people. Refurbishing of the Recreation Center would be an additional cost. Councilor Holmbeck suggested to pursue final decision on the project at the next Council meeting. A work session would be held before the next meeting. 

Building Inspection Updates 
Assistant Chief Dasovich shared that the Building Maintenance and Occupancy Ordinance was discussed at a meeting with himself, Councilor Holmbeck, Attorneys Simon and Borland, and Administrator Kurtock. It was proposed that the ordinance be split into separate ordinances so that enforcement of the rental ordinance portion was clearer. 

East Itasca Joint Sewer Board Update 
Mayor Saari shared that there would be a joint Council Meeting with the City of Keewatin in July and both parties would have the opportunity to speak about the Sewer project. Additionally, Dick Grabko has added Nashwauk to the Public Facilities Authority funding list. 

Housing Study Update 
Administrator Kurtock shared that a kick-off meeting for the housing study to be completed by Community Partners Research had been held earlier in the day. The company had given an approximate timeline for completion that would start in July and be complete by October. The public could expect to see Community Partners Research in Nashwauk within that four-month timeframe, as they would be completing a housing inventory. The company would also be contacting landlords to get an inventory on rental housing. After completion, Council could expect a presentation about findings and recommendations.  

New Business 
Encroachment Easement for Paul & Jody Roberts 
Paul Roberts, owner of 246 Deering Avenue, shared with the Council that in 2014 he had applied for a zoning permit to build a 10’x12’ shed to the east side of his property. Roberts said he never received a copy of the building permit, but was given permission at the Zoning meeting that he attended to proceed. Roberts said his application to build was on the east side of his property, but the building permit listed that the shed would be built in the back yard. Later it was determined that the shed was installed on city property. He requested the City grant an encroachment easement so that they could proceed with selling their home. 

Administrator Kurtock shared that Attorney Borland had drafted an easement for Council consideration and highlighted the wording in the easement specifically stated that if the shed were ever moved or destroyed, no other structure would be allowed to be built as a replacement in that area. 

Mayor Saari was concerned that granting an easement would set a bad example, as there would be no consequences for building structures on city property. Councilor Heyblom shared that it was not a perpetual easement and encouraged that each situation should be measured by its own merits. Councilor Heyblom also reminded that the roadway next to the Roberts property was a platted roadway and it was never stated that it wouldn’t be used as a road. 

*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Heyblom to support Resolution 2019-11 in Support of an Encroachment Easement at 246 Deering Avenue for Paul and Jody Roberts. 
	Roll Call Vote: ayes—Councilor Holmbeck, Councilor Heyblom, Councilor Bodin, Mayor Saari. 
Resolution approved. 

Public Works Lead Job Description 
*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Bodin to approve the job description for Street and Utilities Lead Worker. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Internal Posting for Lead 
*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Heyblom to approve the internal posting for the position of Lead within the Public Works unit. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Public Works Operator 
*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Bodin to approve an internal and external posting for the vacant Public Works Operator position. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Mayor Saari asked why the job description didn’t also require electrical lineman experience. None of the current public works employees have that qualification and to hire one with that experience would likely cost much more. 

City Lawn Mowers 
Tom Martire shared that the motor had seized up on the gas lawn mower. And an estimate for fixing it would be up to $3,600. He had also sought quotes for new lawn mowers for reference. 

*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Bodin to authorize repair of the lawn mower through All Seasons Services in Pengilly, and acknowledging that payment need be drafted before work be completed so the contractor could order the motor. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Nuisance Ordinance No. 2019-01 
*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to approve the adoption of Ordinance No. 2019-01 amending the following ordinances related to Nuisances: 92-15 – 93.21. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Resolution 2019-10 
*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Bodin to approve Resolution 2019-10 Ratifying the Ordinance and Rule Fee Schedule. 
	Roll call vote: Ayes—Councilor Holmbeck, Councilor Heyblom, Councilor Bodin, Mayor Saari. Resolution approved. 

Ordinance 2019-02 
Chief Coughlin recommended tabling the ordinance related to establishing fees for emergency protection fire services for property within the city, as he questioned how it would work for mutual aid agreements. Council continued it to the next agenda. 

Resolution 2019-09 Establishing 2019 Fee Schedule 
*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Bodin to approve Resolution 2019-09 Establishing a 2019 Fee Schedule. 
	Roll Call Vote: Aye—Councilor Holmbeck, Councilor Heyblom, Councilor Bodin, Mayor Saari. Resolution approved. 

Contract for School Resource Officer 
*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Bodin to approve the School Resource Officer Agreement with Independent School District 319; allowing the Mayor and Administrator to sign and then forward to ISD 319 for consideration. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 


Central Avenue Lot 
Council discussed the City lot of Central Avenue, as it had been discussed placing it for sale last fall. Mayor Saari said greening the lot up would be lessening the blighted look of the area. Councilor Heyblom was in favor of sale and cleaning it up. John Ketola said he would be grading it away from the neighboring building and bring in top soil. A few benches would be placed for the 4th of July and clean-up efforts would commence for the rest of summer. 

Department & Committee Reports 
Assistant Police Chief Dasovich summarized his June 2019 report, sharing that the interviews for the Patrol to serve as School Resource Officer would be held June 27 and July 2. The candidate would be on the July 9 meeting for hire.  

Peggy Hagen updated that the Heritage Days celebration would be held in City Hall during the 4th of July and the Itasca County Society would have a display as well. 

The Recreation Committee would be meeting July 11 at 5:30 p.m. in City Hall.   

4th of July Committee summarized the activities within the Rec Building and the parade. 

Mayor and Councilor Updates 
Councilor Heyblom commended Peggy for her efforts related to Heritage Days and the Recreation Committee. 

Councilor Holmbeck shared that he’d received a request for a load of black dirt for community garden.  

Adjourn
Mayor Saari adjourned the meeting at 7:15 p.m. 
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_______________________
City Clerk  


 


