City of Nashwauk
May 29, 2018
Special City Council Meeting

Mayor Heyblom called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 

Members present: Councilor Williams, Councilor Saari, Mayor Heyblom, Councilor Marinaro
Members absent: Councilor Gangl 
Also present: Attorney Simon, Administrator Kurtock, Assistant Chief Dasovich 

4th of July Expenses 
Mayor Heyblom summarized two memos received from both the League of Minnesota Cities and the Minnesota State Auditor regarding allowable expenses related to a 4th of July celebration. The two memos, according to the attorney’s opinion, had differing stances on if fireworks were an allowable expense on behalf of the city. Mayor Heyblom questioned why the League Insurance Trust would allow a firework endorsement but state that a City funded firework display was not allowable. The question would be forwarded to the League’s attorney that provided the opinion, asking for clarity on the endorsement versus the memo. 

According to Attorney Simon, when differencing opinions were presented it would fall to the City to determine the level of liability it was willing to accept regarding fireworks. A printout of the 2017 4th of July expenses was reviewed. Attorney Simon stated that if the band performances were free to the public then those costs would be admissible. Also, the nanometer race as a fundraiser for a local group was allowed. Chamber of Commerce Chamber Bucks, and trophies if labeled with City of Nashwauk are permissible under the guise of advertising. 

Future Years Planning 
Moving forward after 2018, Council was encouraged to have a non-profit organize the event. Per the attorney, cities can donate up to $50,000 per year to a non-profit. 

Councilor Williams discussed a donation in 2017 to the Spanish Club that wasn’t issued to them. The Administrator would investigate the donation. 

Adjourn 
*Motion by Councilor Marinaro, seconded by Councilor Williams to adjourn at 5:48 p.m. 
	Ayes all present—motion carried. 
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