City of Nashwauk
City Council Meeting
May 14, 2019

Mayor Saari called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 
Mayor Saari led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Members present: Councilor Holmbeck, Councilor Heyblom, Mayor Saari.
Members absent: Councilor Bodin, Councilor Gangl.
Also present: Administrator Kurtock, Attorney Simon, Assistant Police Chief Dasovich, Officer Savolainen, Fire Chief Coughlin; Assistant Fire Chief Martire. 

Notable Items 
Mike Hames was not present to provide the Council with an update on the ATV trail from Nashwauk to Alborn. 

Approval of Minutes 
*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to approve the minutes of the April 22, 2019 Special City Council meeting and minutes of the April 23, 2019 City Council meeting, with a correction in the wording under Mayor and Council Updates related to a meeting with Governor Walz, amending that a meeting may be held if the Governor accepts. 
Ayes: all present. Motion carried.

Approval of Consent Agenda 
*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Heyblom to approve the consent agenda as follows: 
a. Approve claims register #51419 Claims1 in the amount of $24,690.91. 
b. Approve claims register #51419 Claims2 in the amount of $21,595.87. 
c. Approve any member of Council and the Administrator to attend the Community Development Resources & Partner Funding Workshop on June 5, 2019 in Mountain Iron. No course fee. 
Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Unfinished Business 
Community Center Update 
Administrator Kurtock asked for clarity on the motion from the last meeting, as it was vague. Council directed to start a discussion with the engineer to obtain an opinion on the utility connections on the north versus the south side of the Recreation Complex. The Community Center project would be discussed next week during the special meeting designated for discussions on the 5-year Capital Improvement Plan and the Comprehensive Plan. Further Council directed that the goal would be to fix electrical issues at the Rec and any other issues.  

Building Inspection Update 
At a previous meeting, Attorney Simon shared that the Building Inspector, Joe Odell, would need to state that a structure was “uninhabitable” for the Court to grant the City authorization to raze said structure. Mr. Odell requested the City define “uninhabitable” and then he would be comfortable performing building inspections for the City outside of the rental ordinance. Administrator Kurtock asked if the definition within the rental ordinance would suffice or if the City should consider another place to define “uninhabitable,” as the inspections being done were not for rental properties. Attorney Simon suggested defining it in a separate ordinance. Council shared feedback related to blight and intended to be aggressive addressing blight in the community. Councilor Holmbeck shared he would be doing a ride along with the Police Department. 

East Itasca Joint Sewer Board Update 
Mayor Saari shared that soil borings are being completed. $520,000 was awarded to the City of Keewatin from the Public Facilities Authority. Dick Grabko intended on asking Council for a resolution to approve the City of Nashwauk to apply for PFA funding in the next round. 

Itasca County HRA Housing Study 
*Motion by Mayor Saari, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to participate in the Itasca County HRA Comprehensive Housing Study analysis to be completed by Community Partners, with a cost to Nashwauk of $2,079.
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Criminal Prosecution Services 
*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to approve the Agreement for Criminal Prosecution Services between the County of Itasca and the City of Nashwauk, allowing the Mayor and Clerk to sign. 
Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

The Contract would run through the end of December 2019.

New Business 
Letter to Governor Walz 
Ben DeNucci, Itasca County Commissioner was present to discuss a letter drafted by the County Board to Governor Walz in regards to the Mesabi Metallics mine. The letter advocated for a viable site where permits remained intact and plant a is built. With the project stalled, the Board desired to spurn activity at the site. The letter gives history of the project and a couple of suggestions for action. 

Mayor Saari said he mostly supported the letter, with the exception of language related to “don’t disbar Essar,” as he said he didn’t feel that was a local decision. 

Councilor Holmbeck referenced a previous letter that Mayor Saari had signed and said that letter and the stance he took at the current meeting had conflicting information. Further he said he had a problem with range area mayors getting political with Nashwauk business. 

Councilor Heyblom said he didn’t care who opened the mine, just that it was open. 

Commissioner DeNucci voiced that the letter doesn’t support one business over another and that it was within local rights to ask the Governor about the process.  

*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Mayor Saari to approve signature of the letter to Governor Walz requesting action related to the Mesabi Metallics project, further asking the letter say “Nashwauk City Council” and allow the Mayor to sign. 
Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Mayor Saari called for a Resolution to be prepared for signature in support of this letter. 
Roll call: Councilor Holmbeck, Councilor Heyblom, Mayor Saari. Resolution approved.  

EMS Coordinator Hire 
Mayor Saari summarized the process for interviews and the ranking of applicants. Councilor Holmbeck asked for the process to be summarized for the audience to be sure the process was fair. 

*Motion by Mayor Saari, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to offer the position of EMS Coordinator to Tiffany Bodin, contingent upon background, drug screen and a meeting with the City Administrator to define the conditions of employment, including full-time or part-time status; recommendation to be addressed during the May 28, 2019 City Council meeting. 
Ayes: all present. Motion carried.  

BarbedWire Productions, LLC Contract
*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Mayor Saari to approve the contract with BarbedWire Productions, LLC for the performance of the “Wrecking Crew” during the July 3rd street dance in the amount of $2,000. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Huckleberries Contract
*Motion by Mayor Saari, seconded by Councilor Heyblom to approve the contract with Huckleberries for a performance during the July 3rd street dance in the amount of $500.
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Mayor Saari shared that the City Council needed to approve the contracts, versus the 4th of July Committee, because a legal entity needed to sign a contract. 

Retirement of John Ketola 
*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to accept the retirement of John Ketola as Lead of the Street Department effective July 23, 2019. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Business Loan Agreement 
*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to approve the Business Loan Agreement with American Bank of the North in the amount of $52,865.87 for financing of the Police Squad and allow Administrator Kurtock to sign all related documents. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Fire Department Purchases 
Fire Chief Coughlin discussed four items on the agenda related to the Fire Department. The requests were for the purchase of a chassis for a new brush truck, the purchase of a John Deere Gator, the auction of the department’s 6x6, and payoff of the loan for the E-One Pumper. 

Coughlin shared that the existing 6x6 wasn’t heavy duty enough and they were looking to replace it with the John Deere. He said within the next five to eight years, Engine 2 should be replaced, but the most important vehicle for replacement was the brush truck. He wished to use Fire Truck Fund 206, with an approximate balance of $272,000 to purchase a brush truck, Gator, and payoff the existing truck loan. 

Mayor Saari asked that vehicles be discussed at the special meeting to be held May 21, 2019 to discuss the City’s 5-year plan. Council continued discussions on the John Deere Gator to a future meeting. 

Brush Truck Chassis Purchase 
*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Heyblom to approve the purchase of a 2019 5500 Crew Cab through McKay’s Dodge Chrysler Jeep in Waite Park in the amount of $42,347. Purchase to be paid from Fire Truck Fund 206. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Chief Coughlin noted that local vendors were also contacted for quote on the vehicle. Two quotes were received: McKay’s Dodge Chrysler Jeep, $42,347; Brandl Motors, $44,007. 

E-One Pumper Payoff 
*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Heyblom to authorize payoff of the E-One Pumper loan in the approximate amount of $116,820.27, using funds from Fund 206. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Bid Openings 
1989 Arctic Cat El Tigre Snowmobile 
Two sealed bids were received for the snowmobile and opened during the meeting. 
*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Heyblom to accept the highest bid from David Bruns for the 1989 Arctic Cat El Tigre in the amount of $256.00. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

1994 Ford Ranger
Seven sealed bids were received for the Ford and opened during the meeting. 
*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Heyblom to accept the highest bid from Lyle Warwas for the 1994 Ford Ranger in the amount of $500.00. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 
 
Assuming either high bidder declined purchase, the next highest bidder would be contacted. 

Membership to Minnesota Association of Small Cities 
*Motion by Mayor Saari, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to approve membership to the Minnesota Association of Small Cities in the amount of $567.30. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Summer Casual Laborer Hires 
*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Mayor Saari to approve the hire of Nick LeDoux, Ethan Heyblom, Rose Carpenter, and Joseph Stolp as summer casual laborers; rate of pay $10.00/hour.
	Ayes: Mayor Saari, Councilor Holmbeck. Abstain: Councilor Heyblom. Motion approved. 

Key & Key Fob Policy 
*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Heyblom to approve the Key & Key Fob Policy related to the Nashwauk Safety Complex.
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried.  


Storefront Mortgage Deed
*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to approve the Mortgage Deed for a Storefront Renovation for CBear Properties in the amount of $8,150; allowing the Mayor and Administrator to sign. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Accessible Parking Request Procedure 
*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to affirm the accessible parking request procedure as recommended by the Administrator and Assistant Police Chief, with the addition of only one accessible parking space would be allowed per household. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Department & Committee Reports 
Police Department 
Assistant Chief Dasovich summarized his May report highlighting ordinance enforcement, a heroin search warrant execution, application for grants to fund a school resource officer, another forfeiture item, and emergency management. Dasovich also shared that he had recently completed a POST Board audit and passed with accolades. 

Administrative Update 
Opportunity Zones
Administrator Kurtock shared information related to the Opportunity Zone that was established in Nashwauk and Keewatin by way of census tract designation. The zone is one of 128 established in Minnesota and it promotes economic development incentive that will remain in place for 10 years. 

Local Board of Appeal 
Nashwauk was unable to hold its own Local Board of Appeal meeting due to the trained member of Council resigning. As a result, the meeting was held in Nashwauk by Itasca County and the 2020 LBOA meeting would also be held by Itasca County. The necessary training was held through the Minnesota Department of Revenue and Councilor Heyblom volunteered to complete the training when it was available. 

Mayor and Council Updates
Councilor Holmbeck asked for an update to be requested from Attorney Kaela Brennan related to the Master Development Agreement. 
Councilor Holmbeck also asked that the vacant lot on Central Avenue be leveled so sod could be placed by the 4th of July. 

Mayor Saari shared which conferences he would be attending and gave an update related to the legislature and a possible pending government special session and shutdown. 

Adjourn 
Mayor Saari adjourned the meeting at 7:55 p.m. 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]City Clerk 
