City of Nashwauk
City Council Meeting
February 26, 2019

Mayor Saari called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 
Mayor Saari led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Members present: Councilor Holmbeck, Councilor Heyblom, Mayor Saari, Councilor Bodin, Councilor Gangl  
Also present: EMS Coordinator Calaguire, Attorney Simon, Assistant Police Chief Dasovich, Officer Savolainen, Administrator Kurtock  

Approval of Minutes 
*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Gangl to approve the minutes of the February 12, 2019 City Council meeting. 
	Ayes all present—motion carried. 

Approval of Consent Agenda 
*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Bodin to approve the consent agenda as follows: 
a. Approve claims register # 22619 Claims1 in the amount of $29,410.45. 
b. Approve claims register #22619 Claims2 in the amount of $12,804.95. 
c. Approve Joe Dasovich to attend the Taser Instructor recertification course in Hibbing, MN on May 7 & 8, 2019; course fee $495. 
d. Approve On-Sale liquor licenses for the following businesses: Wizard’s Sports Bar & Grill; DeNucci’s Saloon; Mucho Si. 
e. Approve Sunday liquor licenses for the following businesses: Wizard’s Sports Bar & Grill; DeNucci’s Saloon; Mucho Si. 
f. Approve Off-Sale liquor licenses for the following businesses: Wizard’s Sports Bar & Grill; DeNucci’s Saloon; Little Brown Jug. 
g. Approve 3.2 Off-Sale license for Sinclair Express Mart. 
Ayes all present—motion carried. 

Unfinished Business 
Community Center Update 
Mayor Saari said there would be a public hearing following the Council meeting regarding the Community Center project. 

Follow-up on Online Training 
EMS Coordinator Calaguire provided the recommendation to the Council that only on-line classes that are required to be completed by the Coordinator should be paid the training wage of $10.00 per hour. Time during which staff chose to complete online courses on their own would not be compensated. 

Councilor Holmbeck asked if the recommendation would include outside training. EMS Coordinator Calaguire said that she did not support paying a wage for outside training. The Personnel Policy currently allows for training wage for outside training. Mayor Saari suggested the Personnel Committee and Administrator could review language within the personnel policy and address any proposed revisions. 
Councilor Bodin motioned to approve the online training pay recommendation. Attorney Simon clarified that EMS personnel should likely abstain and state that they are on the EMS service. 

*Motion by Councilor Heyblom, seconded by Councilor Gangl to approve the recommendation from EMS Coordinator Calaguire to pay a training wage of $10.00 per hour for online classes that are deemed required by the Coordinator. 
	Ayes all present—motion carried. 

New Business 
Criminal Legal Service Proposals 
Councilor Holmbeck said he reviewed the quotes received from Itasca County Attorney Matti Adam, and John P. Dimich and said he supported moving forward with Ms. Adam, as Itasca County had a staff sufficient for their needs, victim advocate resources, and familiarity with Nashwauk.  Mayor Saari noted that both attorneys quoted a rate of $150 per hour. 

*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Heyblom to approve the proposal from Itasca County Attorney Matti Adam to provide criminal legal services for the City of Nashwauk in the amount of $150 per hour and immediately transfer current cases to her office. 
Ayes all present—motion carried.  

EMT Refresher Request 
EMS Coordinator Calaguire stated that 16 EMTs on the Nashwauk Ambulance Service needed to complete an EMT refresher. The cost per person was $295, with $275 reimbursed through the EMSRB. 

*Motion by Councilor Gangl, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to approve the EMT Refresher for 16 EMTs on the Nashwauk Ambulance Service; cost per employee $295, with $275 reimbursed through the EMSRB. 
	Ayes all present—motion carried. 

Anti-Fraud Policy Review 
Mayor Saari reviewed the anti-fraud policy from 2018 Minnesota Statutes stating, “whenever a public employee or public officer of a political subdivision…discovers evidence or theft, embezzlement, unlawful use of public funds or property, or misuse of public funds by a charter commission or any person authorized to expend public funds, the employee or officer shall promptly report to law enforcement and shall promptly report in writing to the state auditor a detailed description of the alleged incident or incidents. Mayor Saari encouraged employees and Councilors to report any fraudulent activity to the state auditor. 

Rescheduled December Council Meeting 
*Motion by Councilor Gangl, seconded by Councilor Bodin to reschedule the regularly scheduled City Council meeting from Tuesday, December 24, 2019 to Monday, December 23, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. 
	Ayes all present—motion carried. 

Itasca County Historical Society Veteran’s History Project 
Itasca County Historical Society launched a Veteran’s History Project with the goal of recording the personal history on every Itasca County veteran. Information was available at the Clerk’s office and questions should be addressed to the society. 

Department & Committee Reports 
4th of July Committee 
Councilor Heyblom said the Committee was moving along with planning. The Fire Relief did approve a raffle for an event to be held on April 27, 2019 in the Safety Complex at 2 Hawkins Avenue. Donation letters would be sent out soon to local businesses and organizations. 

Commission Updates 
NPUC Update 
Councilor Bodin updated that the NPUC met to receive an update on the Joint Sewer project and pay the public utility claims. 

Public Comment 
Terry Sullivan, Nashwauk resident took the podium. Mr. Sullivan shared concerns over spending tax dollars wisely and stated he did not feel like the VFW baseball program was an allowable expense for the city to pay, as the group did not provide any service to Nashwauk to earn the contribution. Because it was specifically VFW baseball, Sullivan felt that the city should not sponsor or pay for the sport. Further he shared that youth from other communities participated in the sport and those communities did not contribute anything to the program. 

Mr. Sullivan also referenced a feasibility study that the city and ISD 319 participated in regarding artificial turf for the school’s baseball field. The city paid for half of the cost of the study. He stated that he did not have a problem paying for school expenses through his school tax but did not want to pay for school expenses through his city tax. The feasibility study provided no value to the City of Nashwauk and the city should not have paid for a portion of it. 

Mayor Saari thanked Mr. Sullivan and wished he would share information with the school board as well. 

Council Updates 
Councilor Holmbeck thanked city workers for their snow removal efforts. 

Additionally, he shared that the had spoken with the MCF Togo Warden who said their work crew was looking for a community project, like a green space and Holbeck had proposed the empty lot on Central Avenue. 

Councilor Holmbeck additionally recognized the Nashwauk-Keewatin wrestlers, Kole Platt and Matt Jeska, for their advancement to State. 

Councilor Holmbeck shared that he’d recently done a walkthrough of Itasca County Jail, which has been deemed an inadequate facility and must come into compliance. The Itasca County Board of Commissioners would be considering proposals for remedy and Holmbeck said one option would likely be a county judicial facility. Councilor Holmbeck said he was sharing the information knowing it would likely impact tax payers. 

Councilor Holmbeck also shared information about the regional public building proposal that the City of Virginia was pursuing. Holmbeck stated he felt Nashwauk should be watching the project and replicating it in the future. 

Mayor Saari shared that RAMS had revived the Iron Range Mayors Association. Further he shared that he and Keewatin Mayor King had been and will continue discussing areas for collaboration between the two cities. 

Mayor Saari said for the next few days he would be at the legislature sharing Nashwauk’s needs. 

Adjourn 
Mayor Saari adjourned the meeting at 6:20 p.m.  




__________________________
City Council 
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