City of Nashwauk
City Council Meeting
October 8, 2019

Mayor Saari called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 
Mayor Saari led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Members present: Councilor Holbeck, Councilor Bodin, Councilor Gangl, Mayor Saari.
Members absent: Councilor Heyblom. 
Others present: Police Chief Dasovich, Officer Grossell, Officer Savolainen, Attorney Simon, Administrator Kurtock. 

Mayor Saari asked that “Adoption of the Agenda” be placed as a permanent item on the agenda. 
He asked that two items be added to the agenda under New Business: Discussion with Attorney Matti Adam (who was present) and Appointment of a Councilor to a MnDOT Community Committee. 

Adoption of the Agenda 
*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Bodin to adopt the agenda of the October 8, 2019 City Council meeting, with the inclusion of Discussion with Attorney Matti Adam and Appointment of a Councilor to a MnDOT Community Committee. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried.  

Notable Items 
None. 

Approval of Minutes 
*Motion by Councilor Gangl, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to approve the minutes of the September 24, 2019 City Council meetings. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Approval of Consent Agenda 
*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Bodin to approve the consent agenda as follows: 
a. Approve claims register #10819 Claims 1 in the amount of $72,217.18. 
b. Approve claims register #10819 Claims 2 in the amount of $3,443.45.
c. Approve claims register $10819 Claims 3 in the amount of $56,283.57. 
d. Approve Joe Dasovich to attend CLEO and Command Academy at Camp Ripley on February 10-14, 2020. Course fee $675.00
e. Approve Katie Kvilvang to attend a TZD Conference in St. Cloud on October 23-24; course fee $105.00. 
f. Approve ride-alongs for Cassandra Castagneri on the Nashwauk Ambulance Service. 
g. Approve the Nashwauk Police Department to attend SFST training in Hibbing on October 15, 16, 17. No course fee. 
Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 


Unfinished Business 
Recreation Center Renovations 
Mayor Saari shared that the city was waiting on information from Max Gray Construction and the engineer. 

Building Inspection Update 
The building inspector was working on scheduling rental inspections and ordering the equipment needed. 

East Itasca Joint Sewer Board 
A meeting was scheduled for the following Tuesday at 10 a.m. 

New Business 
Hire of Patrol Officer 
*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Gangl to approve the hire of Hunter Brooks as a full-time Patrol Officer per the recommendation of the Nashwauk Police Commission; effective immediately. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Oath of Office 
Mayor Saari completed the oath of office pledge with Hunter Brooks. 

Assistant Police Chief 
*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Bodin to appoint Riley Savolainen as interim Assistant Police Chief. 

Council stated the position needed to be formally posted. Mayor Saari said he hadn’t seen a written recommendation from the Police Commission regarding the promotion. Administrator Kurtock clarified that she had a signed letter from the Police Commission, but it had come in after the packet had been printed. 

Councilor Holmbeck rescinded his motion to appoint Riley Savolainen as interim Assistant Police Chief. 

*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Gangl to promote Riley Savolainen as the Assistant Police Chief effective immediately. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Oath of Office 
Mayor Saari completed the oath of office pledge with Riley Savolainen. 

Law Enforcement Services for Calumet 
*Motion by Councilor Gangl, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to approve the Law Enforcement Services Agreement between the City of Calumet and the City of Nashwauk and allow the Mayor and Administrator to sign. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 



Discussion with Attorney Matti Adam 
Attorney Adam provided a synopsis of the discussions and intentions between her office and the City regarding the criminal prosecution services she was currently providing. Protective cases, she’d noted, had not been pled down. Mayor Saari asked about the status of ordinance prosecution. Adam said she has spent time on a couple of city ordinance violations; she clarified that she hadn’t been aware that the City had blight as such a high priority. She had reviewed each ordinance and when there was an administrative process in the ordinance, those charges had typically been dismissed because the City should be following the administrative process. Councilor Holmbeck asked if ordinance violations could ever become criminal. Adam noted that the City had authority to regulate those ordinance as they see fit. 

Professional Criminal Legal Services with John P. Dimich
Chief Dasovich said he was happy with Attorney Adam’s services and recommended to continue using her services for criminal prosecution, but Council could consider a contract with John Dimich regarding prosecution of ordinances. However, if there is an administrative process within the ordinance, then he was okay with going that route. Mayor Saari said he wasn’t interested in multiple hearings at Council meetings as the ordinances currently allowed for. Discussion would continue at the next meeting. 

AFSCME Letter of Understanding 
*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Gangl to approve the Letter of Understanding with AFSCME union employees dated September 25, 2019 and allow the Mayor and Administrator to sign.  
	Ayes: Councilor Holmbeck, Councilor Gangl, Mayor Saari. 
	Abstain: Councilor Bodin. Motion carried. 

Attorney Simon noted that the wording “not limited to” in the Letter of Understanding directly referenced that if an item was not addressed specifically in the letter, then it was not being affected. 

Pony League Football 
There was a letter of request within the packet from the former pony league coach asking for the equipment to be donated to them under their new booster club. Councilor Holmbeck said he wanted the equipment back and wouldn’t entertain the request unless they present it in person. Attorney Simon said it wasn’t legal to donate it as it stands now. The city would have to make a policy for such donations and then the donation would have to be made to a nonprofit. Simon said she would draft a memorandum for the Council related to the statute. 

Itasca County Historical Society Donation 
*Motion by Councilor Gangl, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to approve a donation to Itasca County Historical Society in the amount of $983.00. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

EMS Resignations 
*Motion by Mayor Saari, seconded by Councilor Gangl to accept the resignation of the following individuals from the Nashwauk Ambulance Service effective August 1, 2019: 
1. Randy Nash
2. Christopher Nelson
3. Jeff Nelson
4. Greg Brohman 
5. Vincent Hill Jr. 
6. Josh Hoshal 
7. Zachary Krise 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Charging Cords at Safety Complex 
*Motion by Councilor Gangl, seconded by Councilor Bodin to approve the relocation of three charging cords to overhead drops within the Nashwauk Safety Complex, with work to be completed by Iron Country Electric in the amount of $1,436.81. Only one quote was received. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

2019 Chevrolet Silverado Purchase Changes 
*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Bodin to rescind the motion made during the August 13, 2019 City Council meeting to purchase the 2019 Silverado 3500 from Grand Rapids Gm in the amount of $54,899.00. 
Ayes: all present. Motion carried.  

*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Bodin to purchase the 2019 Silverado 3500 from Rosedale Chevrolet in the amount of $56,283.57. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

*Motion by Councilor Gangl, seconded by Councilor Holmbeck to approve the revision of loan documents through American Bank from $54,899 to $56,283.57 for the purchase of the 2019 Silverado 3500. 
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

MnDOT Community Committee 
*Motion by Councilor Holmbeck, seconded by Councilor Gangl to appoint Councilor Bodin to be on the MnDOT Community Committee for the purpose of discussing changes to intersection TH 65 and TH 169. 	
	Ayes: all present. Motion carried. 

Commission Updates
None. 

Public Comment 
Peggy Hagen shared that the Rec Committee had sponsored a Homecoming dance at Hillcrest and the NK Honor Students had attended. She shared that the students and residents had immediate connection and interaction and the event went very well. 
There would be a Community Pot Luck open to anyone on October 10 from 5-7 p.m. in the Legion room of City Hall. Mayor Saari commended Ms. Hagen for her Halloween display at the Boo-tique Craft & Vendor Show. 
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Jayson Loomis, 18 2nd Street 
Mr. Loomis took the podium and shared again that he still wanted to purchase the City owned garage at 20 2nd Street. Council said it could be considered when the City had a place to put its existing equipment that was stored within. 


Mayor and Council Updates 
Mayor Saari provided an update regarding the LMC Regional Meeting he’d attended where DEED, USDA, MPCA had all provided informational updates. 

Councilor Holmbeck acknowledged a recent accident that involved a family member and he thanked the first responders, EMS, and Fire for their response and assistance.

Adjourn 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:59 p.m. 

_________________________
City Clerk 




