Special Meeting Public Utilities Commission
May 1, 2012

Chairman Latvala called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. in the council chambers

Members Present: Latvala, Tweed, Hendricks

Members Absent: Bolf

Discussed the bid tab for the substation erection –five bids were received the lowest bid did not meet specifications or have the experience in building a sub station of this size. Minnesota Power has looked over the bids and recommends awarding the bid to National Conductor the second lowest bidder

*Motion by Hendricks, seconded by Tweed to award the substation erection bid to National Conductor, second lowest bidder, as lowest bidder does not have the experience in building a sub this size, $2,511,678.63 total bid

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Adams added item not agenda:  Discussed the Deed money available, the PUC funds available are short of $4m and the rail is looking to add on, If the PUC turns over to them $1.5 m to build the rail we would still have $2.5 m left over for contingencies.  

*Motion by Tweed, seconded by Latvala to approve giving the County $1.5m to use for the rail project as long as we have excess money available

Ayes all present—motion carried

Discussed the change order for Hammerlund: there is a reroute for Essar on their project and Adams recommends delaying the water/sewer extension until we know the new route

*Motion by Hendricks, seconded by Tweed to table the change order for Hammerlund until we have further information on a new route

Ayes all present—motion carried

Discussed the request for water to the community garden: Hendricks explained to the PUC that they have decided to use a hydrant by the water tower that isn’t being used and can tap off of that and run a waterline to the site.  There would be a shut off and a stop valve installed.
800’ of ¾” line would be used and trenched to the garden area.

Ketola discussed leaving the line on the ground and the use of a back flow valve.

Hendricks said the valve would be added and the city won’t be required to maintain the line

Ketola commented it would be better to set up a 250 gallon tank at the site and see how that goes before tapping the hydrant.  Gardens from the past had rain barrels. Bard Ready approached the PUC and suggested maybe splitting the cost if necessary.  Hendricks wants to make it the best for the public and if the street department wants to use a tank then that’s what we will do.  Ketola commented that there are other options to get water. Latvala suggested getting some costs. It was agreed to put one or two 250 gallon tanks at the garden for water.
No motion will be necessary

Discussion and review of the amended and restated ESA and the LISA were discussed.  No comments or questions

*Motion by Hendricks, seconded by Tweed to approve the ESA and LISA as proposed

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Hendricks, seconded by Tweed to adjourn at 3:30 p.m.
Ayes all present—motion carried

__________________________________

Secretary

