City of Nashwauk
Special Council Meeting
November 17, 2015

Acting Mayor Heyblom called the meeting to order at 5:35 in the council chambers 
Members present: Bolf, Heyblom, Marinaro
Members absent: DeNucci, Gangl 

Heyblom began the meeting by going through his proposed changes to the rental ordinance. His first proposed modification is to omit “establish a maintenance program” under Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Detectors. 
Secondly, Heyblom would like more definition on windows; if they are needed in every room. Discussion on ‘what is code’ ensued. 
The third proposed change was to minimum standards under Electrical. Heyblom wished to remove wording about needing an inspection sticker inside the main panel from the state electrical inspector; instead it will read “Ever single family dwelling or apartment building must have a properly maintained electrical system, absent of potential or visible hazards.” 
Concerns were taken from the floor: Ryhti questioned the permit only lasting two years; he recommended a five year permit or a minimum of 4 years. Marinaro disagreed with stretching it to 4 years, as there are landlords in town that won’t comply and 4 years between checks is too long. He admitted that this process does, essentially, punish the compliant landlords, but it has to be equal. Baldwin believes this can be enforced another way, like through the police department. Ryhti also proposed a different category for those rentals with new furnaces. 
Bolf proposed a 3 year permit. Heyblom was agreeable. Heyblom read a letter from Mayor DeNucci about his thoughts: he proposed if a landlord can submit a legitimate inspection by a 3rd party (example: REACT, HUD, State of MN, other certified inspector) stating that the property is compliant, then this should suffice and be accepted by the City. DeNucci said the fee structure should be $100 – single family dwelling, $145 – duplex, $75 – each apartment unit, and should cover the landlord at least 2 years if not more.
Marinaro questioned the fee from the inspector. He wanted to know if the $75 the council was told would be the actual price or if it was an estimate. Heyblom said the inspector said he charged by the building, not the unit. Marinaro doesn’t want to see excess, unnecessary charges attached; he proposed that the wording in the ordinance say the fee will be the actual cost of the inspection, plus a $25 admin fee. Kurtock will get the phone number of Stan Grunenwald, the rental inspector. Heyblom will call him. 
Once the fee is nailed down, these proposed changes will be brought to a city council meeting for final approval. 
*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Heyblom to adjourn at 6:30 p.m. 
Ayes all present—motion carried 
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