City of Nashwauk

7-12-11

Mayor Hendricks called the meeting to order in the council chambers at 4:30

Members Present: Hendricks, Fragnito, Gangl
Members Absent: Marinaro, Heyblom
*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Fragnito to accept the minutes of the June 28, 2011 council meeting and the July 6, special meeting
Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Gangl to approve all bills signed and file the claims report as official record
Ayes all present—motion carried

City Departments:

Paul Vraa updated on the animal contracts, there are 3 available and are more than what we had currently paid.  Would like the council to review and consider them.  Hendricks suggested that Vraa give his recommendation. Vraa stated that Chisholm is the lowest but would be further away.  He has talked with Keewatin regarding splitting the cost of the Hibbing Shelter with them.  The council approves Vraa to negotiate the contract for a better rate.

Hendricks commented that the 4th of July was a great success and the police department did an outstanding job.  Thanked the cadets and the neighboring officers and to send a letter of thanks. Would like to thank all the volunteers that helped out it was a job well done; also thank the ambulance and the fire department.

Karen Peterson—updated on the community garden.   There at 6 gardens, and 20 plots available. Growing well, A 500 gallon water tank will be purchased and would like the city to help with a pedestal.  Hendricks suggested the city crew could build something to hold the tank.  Discussed having a bee hive at the site towards the back that would help in pollination.  No charge for the hive someone in Keewatin is donating and will maintain it.  The council agreed that would be fine.  August 6th is a statewide day recognizing community gardens.  Nashwauk is signed up for it and they will be having a celebration in the garden and invite the public to attend. A sign was place at the site to identify it.
*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Gangl to approve the communications as read

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Fragnito to approve the consent agenda as follows:
1) Approve the following invoices for ESML contingent upon PUC approval:  RLK $42,624.24,$1,917.79, $1,352.50, $1,775.00; The Design Group $3,000.00; Kelly Bay $2,466.80; Leonard Street $637.50; Scenic Range $365.80; Black & Veatch $56,939.12; Barr Eng $3,200.00, $1,501.06; Braun $3,105.67, $2,231.50, $1,630.50;Waukesha $530,947.35, $530,947.35, $176,982.45, $176,982.45; Adams Consulting $17,985.14; Utility Systems $38,583.77

Ayes all present—motion carried
OLD BUSINESS: 

Discuss options for animal control agreements: discussed previously

Discuss resident request for data- Hendricks discussed the request for data.  The data privacy issues and how we furnish information and why there are concerns on how we give out the information.  Dennis Whitson was the resident requesting information on the council, mayor, employees, volunteers, and contractors.  Hendricks read the written request aloud.  How far do we go in providing information and the depth of what is requested is very time consuming and we are allowed to charge for this request.  Dimich said it is in state statue on what is public and a reasonable time must be set for the request.  There would be a 2 yr window.  The time it takes to compile all the info would be charged at the lowest rate of salary of the person doing the work.  Hendricks said we could give an estimated cost and would like a down payment and then the balance due when completed.  It they change their mind and don’t want it, the time will be assessed to the property owner’s taxes.  If he still wants the documents he is to let the city know.  Direct all communications in writing and still need to be in compliance.  Should deal with the council in place of the employees.  It’s a council decision and should not be taken out on the employees; they should be treated with respect.  Dimich says it meets the public request but some data may have other information within it.  You can’t charge for the attorney’s time. If the resident wants to downsize his request he should contact the mayor or the council regarding that and would then need to be re submitted in writing.
*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Fragnito to approve the new small cities grant program for 2011 and allow the Mayor and Clerk to sign
Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Gangl to advertise for the open position on the zoning based on the resignation from Casey Fisher from the Zoning Committee
Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Gangl to approve lump sum fire department pension plan for 2011, city contribution for 2012 budget $12,805.00
Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Gangl to approve resolution 6-11 for part-time officer Cory Rondeau for PERA withholding

Roll Call Ayes- Fragnito, Gangl, Hendricks  Nay-none motion carried

*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Fragnito to approve pay estimate #8 for the pump house to Hammerlund Construction in the amount of $38,954.86
Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Fragnito to approve pay estimate #6 for the Essar utility extension to Utility Systems of America in the amount of $43,113.85 contingent upon PUC approval

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Fragnito to approve pay estimate #2 for the Essar Corridor Utility to Hammerlund Construction in the amount of $226,800.08 contingent upon PUC approval
Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Fragnito to approve change order #8 for the pump house in the amount of $13,460.73 to Hammerlund Construction contingent upon PUC approval

Ayes all present—motion carried

Hendricks thanked the 4th of July committee on an excellent job and also the public works on the clean up and the office staff.  The council all concurred

Hendricks commented on the state shutdown and how it could affect the Essar contracts.

Also the employee contracts are up this year and to start negotiating before the end of the year.

*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Fragnito to adjourn the regular council meeting at 5:20 pm

Ayes all present—motion carried

__________________________________
City Clerk

