Nashwauk Public Utilities

February 21, 2012

Chairman Latvala called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. in the council chambers

Members Present: Latvala, Bolf, Hendricks, Tweed

Members Absent: Keranen

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Tweed to approve minutes of the January 17, 2012 meeting
Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Latvala to approve the following invoices for ESML pulling the Walker Giroux invoice for $4,215.00:  JPJ $2,941.20$1,154.75, $4,763.30, $4,188.95; McGrann Shea $8,823.91; National Conductor $249,433.16; System Control $166,847.00; Adams Consulting $$8,812.93; Barco Municipal $2,675.47; Hammerlund $1,575.20

 Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Hendricks, seconded by Tweed to approve all invoices paid and file the claims report as official record
Ayes all present—motion carried

*Old Business:

Discuss available funds from the NPUC budget to transfer to the rail- Adams said the county would like to extend the rail and is looking for $3.5m from the excess budget that the NPUC has. It would leave the NPUC with about $2m in reserve budget.  Bolf would like the bids for the subs approved before agreeing to a transfer.  Further discussion on the status of the bidding process, Hendricks suggested that B&V be fined for not having the information here on time.
Adams said MP is the one holding up the bids for the electrical subs.  It was decided to table this 

item at this time

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Hendricks to table the transfer of funds until more info is received

Ayes all present—motion carried

Discussed the Waukesha Warranty change for amendment #1.  Dates will be changed to December 1, 2012, and energized to April 1, 2013.  McGrann Shea has approved.

*Motion by Bold, seconded by Tweed to table until a final copy is presented to the commission

Ayes all present—motion carried

Discussion on the Zidich case and to take the recommendation of the League Attorney.

*Motion by Tweed, seconded by Bolf to close the file but to still maintain it
Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Tweed, seconded by Bolf to approve partial pay est. #7 in the amount of $164,999.85 to Hammerlund for the Essar Corridor extension 
Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Latvala to approve the change order decrease for Hammerlund in the amount of $14,132.15for the Essar Corridor extension 
Ayes all present—motion carried

Discussion was held on the request from a PUC customer to have their service charge waived as they had an issue with an employee emergency and didn’t have any one in that position to handle the billing.  Bolf said if we start doing it we will have to do it for everyone, Hendricks suggest and it can be looked at and if they have been consistent with paying we could be lenient

*Motion by Hendricks, seconded by Bolf to waive the late fee of $424.19 to the respective
PUC customer

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Tweed to transfer from the PUC fund 601 to the Debt service fund 150 $4,464.90 for the interest payment to the water tower

Ayes all present—motion carried

Other Business:

Discussed the DEED issues on some invoices that they aren’t paying.  Adams had talked with DEED but they are saying it’s not infrastructure for the project.  Hendricks wants to talk with DEED again regarding the invoices and maybe speak with someone in a higher position.  Everything will be put on hold from now on until we have a discussion with DEED.

Hendricks also commented on the hydrant situation. He said that things in the future won’t be handled the way that they were in the past.  The next project will be different.  

Hendricks suggested that JPJ evaluate the USS reports to make sure they are doing what they

say with their expansion also with the monitoring of water

Hendricks also discussed the infrastructure of the city and decide what is going to be done.  If the city doesn’t have the money to fund projects what is the PUC going to do.  Everyone should have input from this commission and discuss how to handle this.  Bolf commented he has been working with Jim Erickson on some items but can’t now until after the DEED discussion.
*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Latvala to adjourn at 3:40 p.m.
Ayes all present—motion carried

_________________________________________

Secretary
