City of Nashwauk
September 22, 2015

Mayor DeNucci called the meeting to order at 5:30 in the council chambers 

Members present: Marinaro, DeNucci, Heyblom, Bolf 
Members absent: Gangl 
Attorney Dimich also present 

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Heyblom to approve the minutes of the September 8, 2015 council meeting; minutes of the September 8, 2015 special council meeting; minutes of the September 9, 2015 budget meeting; minutes of the September 15, 2015 special meeting 
Ayes all present—motion carried 

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Marinaro to approve all bill signed and file the claims report as official record 
Ayes all present—motion carried 

Special Items: 
Dana Herschbach, Director of Housing & Asset Development Kootasca, was present and explained the Small Cities Development Program to the council. Nashwauk had participated in this program previously in 2009 and 2011. Funding is available for low to moderate income, single family housing owners and renters to receive up to $21,500 per household for necessary repairs based on slum and blight, etc. The loans are deferred and forgiven 10% per year. Renter occupied dwellings have similar funding, with the landlord required to contribute 40% of the project. Similar also applies to commercial properties. Herschbach needs a resolution approved by the city council; he will email a sample to be edited and put on the next agenda. A public hearing will also be set for the next meeting date on October 13th, 2015. Kootasca will be issuing a city-wide mailing to gather interest. Kootasca will take care of the applications and disburse funds to the city; the city will pay the contractors to do the work. The goal is to get up to 20 residential/rental applications and up to 7 commercial applications. The city would have to designate a slum & blight zone for commercial buildings to qualify. Herschbach was thanked for his time. 

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Bolf to approve the communications as read
Ayes all present—motion carried 

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Heyblom to approve the consent agenda as follows: 
	1. Approve the following ESML invoices contingent upon PUC approval: McGrann Shea $247.50 
2. Approve the transfer of $35,487.20 from Development fund #125 to project fund #175 to payoff overdraw 
3. Approve transfer of $1,026.55 from fund #125 to project #175 for 2013 street improvements 
Ayes all present—motion carried 

Old Business: 
Inspection report at 427 2nd Street from Building Inspector Whitney: Heyblom said it’s clear from the report that the building should be posted as unsafe. The letter says homeowners have until October 5th to respond. 
*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Marinaro to place it on the next agenda for review
Ayes all present—motion carried 
Discuss Ordinance for rental properties: Heyblom found an ordinance from the City of Coleraine as an example. Fire hazards, dilapidated heating systems are the main concerns. Fire Chief Calaguire was asked to speak to that issue. He had spoken with the Hibbing Fire Chief, who said he was willing to meet and discuss any concerns and questions. Dimich has a contact that has been involved with rental inspections and asked if he should be invited to the next meeting. Marinaro agreed and said to go forward and ensure the proper order is followed. The city will need guidance through the processes of identifying rentals, filling out appropriate applications, scheduling inspections, and issuing of permits. 

Opening of lawn mower bids: 1st bidder, Terry Featherstone: $567; 2nd bidder, Darrell Anderson: $539.75. Bolf: for $500 we might as well keep it. 
*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Heyblom to reject both lawn mower bids and keep it as a spare
Ayes all present—motion carried 

Bozich: the application is waiting for review by the IRRRB at their next board meeting 

Motter: Jamnick updated that a preconstruction meeting with Casper, IRRRB’s Chris Ismil, and Motter had taken place earlier. Casper must contact the MPCA and inform them of their project start date, October 5th. It will take approximately 3 weeks to complete. Jamnick said he also spoke to Ismil about the Pearson project and both had a clearer picture about how to move forward with that project early next year. 

Rabbit Road: nothing heard from the residents. Marinaro wants to place a deadline of November 1st to hear from them. Heyblom: if we have been maintaining the road, perhaps we take a prescriptive easement. Marinaro asked if we should stop maintaining the road. Dimich said we could designate it as a minimum maintenance road. He also said if utilities go in, an easement is needed. If utilities do not go in, nothing needs to be done. Heyblom will talk with the county engineer regarding this. 

Bozich Building removal: 
*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Marinaro to establish an October 15, 2015 deadline to have the buildings removed or they will go out for rebidding 
Ayes all present—motion carried 

Street & alley patching: the first entrance from Hibbing is rough. Heyblom and Kurtock were asked to contact the county and request patching. 

Observation deck: Bolf is working with the engineer. He would like to get footings down yet this year.  A grant application is in place, but if we start the project before the grant is awarded, we cannot receive it. Marinaro says we might as well do the whole project at once. 

Bolf mentioned the Essar tours scheduled for Wednesday, September 23, 2015. All tours are full and there’s a waiting list of over 30 people.

Bodin property interest: Jamnick: there’s a drainage ditch on the north 3rd of the property. Bolf doesn’t want to sell the property until the storm drain issue is resolved. The PUC will be televising the line soon. 
Building inspection updates: 15 1st Street has submitted an application for the IRRRB razing program. Two bids for removal must be submitted with the application and an asbestos inspection must be done. Two bids have been received; the application will be forwarded on to IRRRB. 
Fire truck storage: Marinaro wants to consider the auto building on 1st Street; Heyblom agreed. A list of city owned property to build a storage building on had previously been distributed. 
4th of July bandstand railings: one quote received from Midwest Manufacturing. Ketola is to get specs and another quote. 
New Business: 
*Motion by Marinaro, seconded Bolf to hire Gregory Williams as assistant pony league coach, contingent upon background and drug screen, pay at $500
Ayes all present—motion carried 

Zoning application to build a duplex in a single family zoned area: the zoning commission denied the application at 16 2nd Street and forwarded it on to the council for review. Heyblom said future issues like this can be forwarded on to Dimich to handle. 
*Motion by DeNucci, seconded by Heyblom to support the zoning commission’s denial of the permit at 16 2nd Street
Ayes all present—motion carried 

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Marinaro to approve an increase to the general fund levy by 10% from $280,000 to $308,000 
Ayes all present—motion carried 

Items from floor: 
Martin Grover updated the council on his building that was inspected on Central Avenue. He said he was unable to find a contractor that would do the job this year. He also contested the validity of some statements in the inspection report. Heyblom questioned his progress thus far. Grover said he installed smoke and carbon monoxide detectors; he also sealed the roof. DeNucci requested a timeline for completion. Dimich suggested Grover address each issue in the inspection through a letter to the council, including the items he contested, with a timeline of expected completion for each part. 

DeNucci said the ATV meeting last week was successful and our area is close to having two new trails. 

PUC Update: 
Bolf discussed the CIP program being established for Essar to receive rebates; the Bozich well grant to seal the well; the sewer extension to Keewatin; and the storm line to be televised on 4th Street. 

Bolf also said WMMPB would like council input on 6 resolutions, which will be placed on the next council agenda. 

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Marinaro to adjourn at 6:35 p.m. 
Ayes all present—motion carried 



____________________________
City Clerk 
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