Council Meeting
June 28, 2016

Acting Mayor Heyblom called the meeting to order at 5:30 in the council chambers.
Members present: Bolf, Heyblom, Marinaro, Gangl 
Members absent: DeNucci
Also present: Attorney Vollstaedt, EMS Coordinator Calaguire, Interim Fire Chief Coughlin, Clerk Kurtock  

*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Bolf to approve the minutes of the June 14, 2016 council meeting 
Ayes all present—motion carried 

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Bolf to approve all bills signed and file the claims report as official record 
Ayes all present—motion carried 

Special Items: 
Mitch Brunfelt, Essar Steel, was present to inform the Council that Essar Steel has asked the State of Minnesota for a nine month forbearance to the State’s right to terminate ESML’s state mineral leases, which the State has the right to terminate on July 1, 2016. Brunfelt, stated that a new equity investor is involved; however, they are hesitant to proceed with the mineral lease issue looming. Brunfelt requested the City Council of Nashwauk to provide a letter of support for the forbearance, feeling this is a reasonable timeframe. Bolf asked if Itasca County passed a letter of support. Brunfelt confirmed they did. Council voiced concern on this request being last minute, continual extensions, and the development agreement not being honored.  Brunfelt acknowledged wrinkles along the way but is pleased with the positive relationship that has developed between ESML and the City. He encouraged council to see the long-term view. Bolf said if Itasca County has supported it, he does not want to deny progress.  
*Motion by Bolf, second by Gangl to draft a letter of support requesting the State grant a nine month forbearance to ESML’s state mineral leases 
Ayes all present—motion carried 

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Gangl to approve the communications as read 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ayes all present—motion carried 

*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Marinaro to approve the consent agenda as follows: 
1. Approve the following food concessions for July 2nd-4th: Original Gyros, Schweiby’s Concessions, Schuster’s Concessions, Ma Jo’s Foods, Mr. Goodies, Schwans, contingent upon submitting food license and liability insurance 
	2. Approve any councilman or clerk to attend Brain Gain July 14, 2016 at MN Discovery Center 
3. Approve the following ESML invoices contingent upon PUC approval: Adams Consulting $2,325.88; McGrann Shea: $2,244.00; $363.00; $907.50  
	4. Approve temporary liquor license for Nashwauk Volunteer Firemen for an event June 29 at Mucho Si 
Ayes all present—motion carried 
Old Business: 
Bozich: Work is progressing with the road almost complete, leveled lots, ditch work and storm drains were completed. 
Rec Center: The Recreation Committee met with the school district; no concrete decisions were made. They have taken the potential collaboration idea back to their board for discussion. 
Fire Truck Storage: American Bank was in contact with the MPCA to inform them of the contamination that was discovered and to see how the agency would like to proceed after the testing results. It is up to the bank to continue forward momentum on the 132 1st Street property. 
York Retaining Wall: Work on the project will begin after the 4th of July.
Disc Golf: There will be more discussion after the 4th of July to assess if there is enough room to progress and the level of interest by the community. 
Fire Chief Hiring process: Gangl said the League recommends posting for the position just as any other position within the City. The position would have minimum qualifications. Gangl recommended working with the current interim chief to find the minimum qualifications. Interim Fire Chief Coughlin questioned if the posting would be internal or if it would invite external applicants. Attorney Vollstaedt suggested posting internally with objective criteria and forming a committee to review. Gangl urged following League recommendations to avoid the popularity vote. Coughlin mentioned updating the Fire Department bylaws and the constitution, as the League says the FD shouldn’t have bylaws. Heyblom questioned if they would need both bylaws and a constitution. Marinaro urged urgency that this process wouldn’t be delayed. Bolf and Marinaro will research and work with former Chief and interim Chief. 
Scoreboard sponsorship: Gangl favored supporting but wanted to know if the City would have to use it as advertising similar to the ad placed in the school’s yearbook. The attorney will investigate the proper procedure and report at the next meeting. Kurtock draft the ad accordingly following his findings. Tabled until next the meeting. 
*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Marinaro to approve Ordinance No. 231-16 prohibiting the feeding of pigeons within City limits
Ayes all present—motion carried 

Bozich barn: IRRRB approved a grant for the removal of the barn in the amount of $6,566. Schwartz Excavating will be removing the barn shortly at their discretion. 
*Motion by Bolf, seconded Marinaro to approve the Final Payment Estimate No. 5 for 4th Street Infrastructure / Platt Avenue Utilities project in the amount of $20,891.55 to Casper Construction and allow the mayor to sign, contingent on PUC approval, if necessary 
Ayes all present—motion carried

New Business: 
*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Heyblom to approve advertising for up to three additional part-time casual summer laborers
Ayes all present—motion carried 

COPS Grant: Kurtock completed the grant application for a COPS grant that would potentially allow for a school liaison officer. If the City qualifies, it could be a 75/25 match, with the school funding the remaining 25%. A letter of support from ISD 319 was included in the packet as an FYI informational piece. 
*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Marinaro to approve a request for donation of use of the recreation complex for a benefit for Jonathan Warmbold  
Ayes all present—motion carried 

Noxious weed at Bozich:  Sara Thompson, Itasca County Land Department, visited the City and the Bozich Addition. She informed the Clerk’s office that a noxious weed, common tansy, was found on the property and recommended spraying it. Gangl questioned the safety of the spray and the safety of his children and the hazards. He requested more information and when the spraying would be done. 
Brownfield: Bolf informed the Council that there will be a meeting July 29 at 11:30 in Virginia to discuss the funding and cleanup possibilities. The group was awarded $600,000. Nashwauk could potentially apply for funds to cleanup at the 132 1st Street property. 
*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Marinaro to allow someone from the City to attend the Brownfield meeting July 29 in Virginia, Minnesota
Ayes all present—motion carried 

There will be a Business Energy Retrofit Grant Program informational meeting July 25, 2016 at Nashwauk City Hall at 11:00 a.m. to noon to discuss the program. 
PUC update: Bolf briefly discussed the sewer expansion project, but not much has progressed. 
Bolf thanked the Street Department and Fire Department for their prompt response to damage caused by a storm the previous Saturday. 
*Motion by Marinaro, Gangl to adjourn at 6:16 p.m. 
Ayes all present—motion carried 




________________________
City Clerk 










