City of Nashwauk
November 10, 2015

Mayor DeNucci called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. in the council chambers 
Members present: Bolf, Heyblom, DeNucci, Marinaro, Gangl
Members absent: none 
Attorney Dimich also present 

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Heyblom to approve the minutes of the October 27, 2015 council meeting and the minutes of the October 27, 2015 special meeting 
Ayes all present—motion carried 

*Motion by Gangl, seconded by DeNucci to approve all bills signed and file the claims report as official record 
Ayes all present—motion carried 

Special Items: 
Karen Peterson of the Nashwauk Community Garden thanked the council for their continued support. She informed the council that the garden was awarded a MN State Horticulture Society 8th District 2015 Beautification Award for creating an outstanding public garden. She also presented a Certificate of Appreciation to the City of Nashwauk, the Police Department and the Fire Department for their involvement. Peterson was thanked for her role in the garden. Heyblom said in the future he’d like to find a way to get the garden a better watering system. 

Steve Giorgi of RAMS was present and gave the council a synopsis of the association, their plans for the future and their financial status. He thanked the council for their involvement. 

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Gangl to approve the communications as read
Ayes all present—motion carried 

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Bolf to approve the consent agenda as follows: 
	*Approve storefront commission application by Elizabeth Voigt
	*Approve liquor license training for April Kurtock on December 18, 2015 in Grand Rapids; $15 fee, wages and mileage. 
Ayes all present—motion carried 

Old Business: 
Soil boring for Nashwauk Rec Center: Jamnick received 4 quotes. He recommended the low bid of $4,580.00 by Gale-Tec Engineering. Heyblom said he preferred the local contractor over the low bidder, as the difference is only $70 more. 

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Bolf to accept the quote by local contractor Braun Intertec Corporation in the amount of $4,650.00 to conduct the soil borings/geotechnical exploration for the Rec Center project 
Ayes all present—motion carried 

Sierra Road & tax forfeit land: Heyblom informed the council that the Itasca County Land Department approved the sale of land to Nashwauk. The city would need access to the property and should consider establishing Sierra Road, the road that leads to these parcels, as an official road. The city has been maintaining the road to Blue Lake. Jamnick said the city has an easement to the ball field and lift station. There is no easement on Sierra Road or any road order for it, so it would default to 66 feet or prescriptive rights. DeNucci said it’s in the city’s comp plan to purchase this tax forfeit land; he is in support of moving forward. Dimich will look in to a resolution and see who the affected land owners would be through this process, as they would have to be notified.  

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Gangl to approve the quote from Midwest Manufacturing for the 4th of July band stand for $2,359.00 and $647.00 installation; no second quote received
Ayes all present—motion carried 

Rabbit Road: The City has been maintaining the road for at least 6 years. Dimich spoke with Kent Nyberg, Torrens Examiner of Titles for Itasca County, who said he will not place the road on the torrens certificate. Gangl said the city may need to widen the road to establish it as a public road and the 1.8 acre land swap he proposed at the last council meeting would allow for expanding. DeNucci questioned whether the city would need an opinion from MNDoT. Gangl encouraged the council do it right the first time and postpone the resolution. 
*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Marinaro to table the resolution 
Discussion about a timeframe trailed. 
Bolf amended his motion to table the resolution until there is a follow up with MNDoT
Ayes: Bolf, Heyblom, DeNucci, Marinaro
Abstain: Gangl 
Motion carried 


Old Business Report: 
Bozich: Jamnick updated that the IRRRB approved the application in the amount of $230,000. A grant agreement will follow. Jamnick recommended going out for rebidding for Bozich in February. 

Rec Center: Heyblom informed council there is a meeting with Max Gray to discuss the design plans on November 11th at 5:30 at City hall. 

Motter: Jamnick said the building is down, the dirt is back in and a ditch has been dug out. A pay estimate should be ready by the next meeting. Marinaro questioned whether the original plan had changed. Jamnick said funding for this project through IRRRB was only for the demolition of the building, not the actual construction of the new building. DeNucci wanted to know if the project was now on standby. Marinaro said he didn’t want to see the lot sitting there for years without anything moving forward. He also questioned how much money the city has invested in this project. Jamnick said the city has not paid anything into this project, as the grant money covered it all. It will be tracked in old business for any progress. 

Union contracts: Dimich was asked to contact Mandich about finalizing the remaining contract. Once the contract is settled, casual labor wages for part-time patrol officers will be discussed. 

Discuss observation deck: Bolf will be meeting with the engineer to get specs ready to go out for bidding. 

Bodin property interest: The street department would rather keep the property, as they have utilities at stake on the property. They don’t want the natural drainage to be disrupted, or to have an obstacle in the way should a contractor need access to the drainage ditch behind it. Marinaro said to send a letter stating the city is not interested in selling at this time. DeNucci didn’t want to make a decision until he fully understood the situation; he will be meeting with Charlie Kautto for clarity. Bolf brought up an old motion from 1994 stating the land owners in front of the property would get first preference. DeNucci said that should be stated in the letter when it is sent out. 

Building inspection updates: Dimich said the bankruptcy stay on the 2nd Street house will end this week. Dimich also said he sent a letter to Martin Grover per the council’s request. Grover had called before the meeting to say most of the items requested were done, except the drain on the roof. Dimich suggested having the inspector do a follow-up inspection for the next meeting; he will contact the inspector. Dimich also said there is contested ownership of the building on 20 4th Street; one party sold to another party, but the 2nd party never recorded the deed. 

Fire truck storage: nothing received from Ketola or Calaguire. Gangl will be doing research and will come back with a size for the building and quotes. 

Email system: a Mediacom rep will be contacting the Clerk’s office. 

Personnel committee: DeNucci and Gangl will be meeting Monday, November 16th 

New Business: 

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Gangl to approve the storage agreement with Larry Majewski in the amount of $738.00 for the storage of the two old fire trucks 
Ayes all present—motion carried 

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Marinaro to approve the 2016 animal control contract with Precious Paws 

Gangl red-flagged a few items: the contract has the wrong mayor and clerk listed; also, he expressed concern about item #4 that the city would authorize Precious Paws to obtain veterinary care that is urgent and reasonably necessary to save the life of the animal and the city would be liable for those incurred expenses. Gangl suggested the council put a cap on the amount the city would cover in these situations. Discussion was held on what a reasonable cap amount would be. Bolf suggested contacting the League of MN Cities to see what other cities have done. Gangl said he would contact Precious Paws and discuss it with them, as they had a meeting that night too. Bolf rescinded his motion  

[bookmark: _GoBack]*Motion by Bolf, seconded by DeNucci to table the contract with Precious Paws until the next meeting 
Ayes all present—motion carried 

EPA Brownfield grant application: Bolf said the city has applied for these grants before and never received any funding. There are a few possibly land projects that could be addressed through this grant, but spending $400 to most likely not receive the funding isn’t justifiable, said Heyblom. DeNucci asked if the city needed a project to apply; the city would be ineligible if we didn’t apply. Heyblom wants to support the program, but not apply. A resolution of support will be ready for the next council meeting. 

*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Bolf to hire Skylar Olson and Michael Brown as skating rink attendants contingent upon approval of all test, checks and required paperwork 
Ayes all present—motion carried 

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Marinaro to hire Tony DeNucci, Ryan Staydohar, and Justin Senogles as casual labors for the street department contingent on approval of all test, checks and required paperwork 
Ayes all present—motion carried 

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to approve the raffle gambling permit for Grand Rapids Area Community Foundation for February 6, 2016 at Wizard’s Bar & Grill and allow clerk to sign
Ayes all present—motion carried 

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Bolf to approve a ride along for Pauline Landgren with the Nashwauk Ambulance Service 
Ayes all present—motion carried 

Mayor and Council Concerns: 

Youth wrestling upstairs of city hall: DeNucci was approached by the NK Youth wrestling coach to see if they could use the upstairs of city hall as a practice location. They would be bringing in mats, but they could be rolled up and stored to the side of the large room. Heyblom believes the council should help out as needed as long as schedules work together; no wrestling during council meetings. DeNucci and Kurtock will collaborate on a schedule. The League will be contacted to see if it is a liability they’re willing to cover. 

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to allow the NK Youth wrestling to use the upstairs of city hall to hold their practices; they are responsible for cleanup and damages
Ayes all present—motion carried 

Tuesday, November 24th there will be a budget meeting following the council meeting 

Tuesday, December 8th there will be a Truth & Taxation meeting following the council meeting 

Marinaro thanked everyone that volunteered for the Halloween party. 

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Marinaro to adjourn at 6:55 p.m. 
Ayes all present—motion carried 




__________________________
City Clerk 


