Nashwauk Public Utilities
September 17, 2013

Chairman Latvala called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. in the council chambers

Members Present: Latvala, Bolf, Klamm, Tweed

Members Absent: Anderson

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Tweed to adopt the agenda

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Latvala to approve the Minutes of August 20, 2013 PUC meeting

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Tweed, seconded by Klamm to approve the following invoices for ESML: Approve the following Essar invoices: JPJ $2.640.00; MP $1,945.91

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Tweed, seconded by Bolf to approve all invoices paid and file the claims report as official record

Ayes all present—motion carried

Old Business:

Review and consider electric rate study—approve a $5.00 per meter charge on bills rendered after 1-1-14

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Tweed to approve a $5.00 per meter charge on bills rendered after 1-1-14 per the electric rate study

Ayes all present—motion carried

Anderson entered meeting at 3:08 p.m.

Review and consider electric system distribution maintenance-received proposals from Lake States and Minnesota Power in the anticipation that Jerry Mackey would be retiring. After some discussion a motion was made to hire Lake States

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Tweed to hire Lake States beginning October 1st; they have two people in the area and have a good response time

Ayes all present—motion carried

Review LCP agreements on profit sharing-

*Motion by Anderson, seconded by Bolf to table 

Ayes all present—motion carried

Approve preliminary consent agreement and final order for PCB contamination- amount due $8,432.00—Anderson asked about the handling and storage, discussed this thoroughly and what is expected and how to handle the storage.  We can be fined again for not having the proper containment area.  Need to take care of so this fines don’t occur again.

As long as the transformers are not a hazardous item, or they are out of service, then they need to be tested and if the contain a certain percent of PCB, we have to store them differently and dispose of them properly
*Motion by Tweed, seconded by Anderson to pay the fine to the EPA in the amount of $8,432.00 and to instruct Ketola to get quotes on a 10x12 storage shelter for transformers

Ayes all present—motion carried


New Business:

Larry Majewski-switching gear—the power went out and had lost power for three hours, there is no automatic switching on the sub in town and we have to wait for the power to come on.  Explained what he has lost since the reverse of the power out of the new sub. Discussed the situation further and what had happened on the outage. Discussed the switches and that MP 
isn’t in favor of doing it as it may cause more damage when it’s done. Anderson said he has a lot of problems with power and has tried different things.  Adams suggested that a harmonics study be done at both locations.  Discussed the switching gear to great lengths and then decided to have Lake States and MP come to a special meeting and discuss the issue

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Klamm to have Lake States look at the harmonics and 

Measure components

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Latvala to approve final pay estimate for Essar Steel corridor to Hammerlund in the amount of $10,000

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Anderson to approve safety management agreement with MMUA with quarterly payments of $2,025.00 and allow Milt Latvala to sign
Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Tweed, seconded by Latvala to approve MN energy agreement with Kootasca and allow Milt Latvala to sign

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Anderson, seconded by Klamm to approve Jerry Mackey resignation as a contractor with the NPUC as of August 30, 2013

Ayes all present—motion carried

Discussed with Ketola—Bolf brought up a few items for discussion.  Tracking for Essar time on the street department timecards needs to be done daily because information needs to be on the timecard for audit purposes
Meters aren’t being pulled when the work orders are given.  They need to be done; Klamm agreed if the bill isn’t paid the meter needs to be pulled

Also brought up was the street light in front of Jams. The NPUC will look at putting out a reward for the names of who is responsible for knocking it over. 

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Anderson to adjourn at 4:20 p.m.
Ayes all present—motion carried
Secretary

