City of Nashwauk

August 13, 2013

Mayor Hendricks called the meeting to order at 4:30 in the council chambers

Members Present: Hendricks, Fragnito-Smith, Heyblom, Bolf, Gangl

Members Absent: none

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Heyblom to minutes of the July 23, 2013 council meeting and special meeting

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Heyblom to approve all bills signed and file the claims report as official record

Ayes all present—motion carried

Discussion on the above motion was held regarding making purchases locally Bolf, requested a letter be sent to all department heads about purchases

John Dimich discussed the abatement and the owner of the property can be charged under our current ordinance, the city can do the work and assess on the taxes, and a court date is set

Shane Peterson was present to update the council on the by law changes, the council would like Dimich to look at before approving

*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Fragnito-Smith to approve the changes to the Fire Relief bylaws contingent upon Dimich approval
Ayes all present—motion carried

Kevin Kangas and Steve Rutherford present to discuss the Essar project. They gave a detailed update on the project, it will be ramping up in August and the mining crusher should be operational by the 2nd qtr of next year and producing pellets by the 4th qtr.

No action on the summer day camp request

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Gangl to approve the consent agenda as read

Ayes all present—motion carried 

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Bolf to approve the consent agenda as follows: 
1) Approve the following invoices for Essar: JPJ $615.00, $8,760.00, $1,174.45, $1.185.00; MN Power $103,354.43, $1,161.65; McGrann Shea $4,562.50; Sherner Power $4,200.00; Kelly Bay $3,062.50; Adams Consulting $4,118.23; Scenic Range $49.00; Wesco $2,479.50; Itasca County Recorder $152.00

Ayes all present—motion carried
OLD Business:
Discuss the blight in town: address the two building and how to handle them, get abatement on the property, get cost to tear down and then assess.  No attempt by the owners to take care of them.  Discussed the tanks, Dimich will notify the MPCA and see what can be done.  Will check on the petro fund also.  

Discuss the insurance increase of 5%: Hendricks suggested to look at the increase for this year, needs to be addressed, can’t continue in this manner, bring suggestion to next meeting.

New Business:
Discussed the pension, some council not sure of what it’s about, no city contribution required for this year but may have a large increase next year.  Bolf suggested levying $7,000 for the 2014 budget for the pension plan.

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Heyblom to approve Lump Sum pension plan for fire relief assoc and allow clerk to sign and to levy $7,000.00 for 2014

Ayes: Bolf, Heyblom, Fragnito-Smith   Nay: Hendricks, Gangl  Motion carried

Discuss Observation platform: Hendricks was addressed by person who owns the old bank building and asked if the city would be interested in working with them to make a museum or some type of place for people to stop and look at the building, maybe work with the chamber and check with the historical society on what can be done.  Heyblom suggested to give them notice we are willing to help but not be specific. Request them to come to a meeting and discuss with the council what their intentions are. Hendricks will contact them and let them know.

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Gangl to approve golf cart permit for Mike Ross
Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Hendricks, seconded by Gangl to approve the option that the city DOES NOT WAIVE the monetary limits on municipal tort liability
Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Gangl to approve resignation from William Williams and Jim Keranen from the fire department and to thank them for their service

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Hendricks, seconded by Heyblom to approve resolution 05-2013 to decertify tax increment district 1
Roll Call Ayes: Bolf, Heyblom, Fragnito-Smith, Gangl, Hendricks Nay: none  Motion Carried

*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Fragnito-Smith to hire Kris Platt for pony league football coach
Same rate of pay as last year

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Fragnito-Smith to approve Lisa R Engel to work the summer recreation program from August 5th to August 8th at $16.00 per hour and possible extension from August 12th to the 15th
Ayes all present—motion carried

Fragnito Smith and Gangl left the meeting at 5:40 p.m.

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Heyblom to send a letter to the union requesting to begin using casual labor on the street department

Ayes all present—motion carried

Set the budget meeting for August 27th after the council meeting

Calaguire took the podium to announce that a few members from the ambulance service were in the audience regarding the wage discussion which had been held at the special meeting at 2:00 with coordinator Calaguire.  She wanted to thank them for their time to attend the regular council meeting. Hendricks asked if anyone wanted to comment.  Steve Sovada asked about the ALS and said he liked what he was doing now and didn’t want to become just a driver but wanted to continue to provide patient care. Hendricks said he had an inquiry about ALS and asked that a feasibility study be done and to check with the employees to see if there was interest.  Only was requesting information to make a decision regarding ALS and the rumors had exploded to other things. Gangl concurred that you have your job and we have our job.  Just because we were exploring doesn’t mean we were implementing.  We have to do our job and in the future come to the council if you have questions or ask your department head.   Shane Peterson discussed the transfers and the wage increase on the transfers, some really want an increase as it does take away family time to go on a transfer and do make sacrifices.  There will  be further discussion on the wages and ALS in the future. 
*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Bolf to adjourn at 5:45 
Ayes all present—motion carried
______________________

City Clerk
