Nashwauk Public Utilities

June 18, 2013

Chairman Latvala called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. in the council chambers

Members Present: Latvala, Bolf, Anderson, Tweed, Klamm

Members Absent: none

*Motion by Tweed, seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes of the May 21, 2013 PUC meeting

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Anderson to Approve the following invoices for ESML: Approve the following Essar invoice contingent upon PUC approval: MN Power $2990.64; Adams Consulting $2,928.68; Leonard Street $3,906.00; JPJ $6,080.00, $518.89, $3,033.08, $2,813.34, $2,171.95

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Tweed, seconded by Klamm to approve all invoices paid and file the claims report as official record

Ayes all present—motion carried

Old Business: 

A) Update on electric line extension to Bozich addition-Adams updated on DEED’s response, need to secure easements, there is still an issue with service territory with LCP, Art will be in to discuss and JPJ can draw easements.

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Klamm to approve the work for the electric line extension to the Bozich property

Ayes all present—motion carried

B) Review and consider trimming trees: two bids submitted Lake States low bid for $17,492.23
No chemicals will be used and will take care of trees along hwy 65 and hwy 58.

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Klamm to approve the Lake States bid for $17,492.23 and also cut the trees in the sub station area.  Bolf wants to know if DEED will cover cost, Adams will check
Ayes all present—motion carried

c) Review and consider water/sewer rates-will discuss at 3:00 on Wednesday, June 19, 2013
D) Up-date on sewer service to ESML-discussed in detail on issues with contamination etc.

New Business:

A) Review change order for JPJ Engineering-construction and schedule changes by Essar has increased the contract with JPJ considerably.  

*Motion by Tweed, seconded by Latvala to approve the change order for $248,133 in the true up costs for the contract with JPJ

Ayes all present—motion carried

B) Review request for street light-Essar requested a light and can put it on an existing pole on the NW corner of the highway.  Bolf wants to add two lights, Adams stated its 200’ away from the intersection where the next pole is will start with the one and see if there is a need for another.  Anderson asked how it will be paid, with state grant dollars.

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Anderson to let Adams pursue the light at 65 & 58


Ayes all present—motion carried

C) Shelia Warmuth drainage ditch: has a culvert and needs to dig it out as its very deep, she will incur the costs to do it, recommend the engineer and the street supervisor check into it and discuss at meeting tomorrow

D) Accept MP contract contingent upon attorney approval: tabled no action taken
E) Discuss Bryan Adams Contract:

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Klamm to approve for 6 months providing state grant dollars are available

Ayes all present—motion carried


Bolf asked about the RV park and if all the water connections were fixed: Ketola said four were out and 1 got fixed today, they will try and get to the other ones in the next few days, Bolf said to hire someone to come in and fix them, we will need them for the campers
*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Anderson to hire Bryan Ryhti to come in and fix the water connections at the sites that aren’t working at the campground

Ayes all present—motion carried

Discussed the culvert by Rantala Trucking, doesn’t look like it’s in the right place, Ketola hasn’t

looked at it yet, need to get it taken care of.

Bolf also discussed the oil spill in one of the garbage cans, which ended up leaking by the Manor, he asked for a report on the spill, and the hours and cost of clean up and use of fire truck for the next meeting
*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Anderson to recess the meeting until Wednesday, June 19 at 3:00 p.m.

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Meeting called to order at 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 19 in the council chambers
All members present

John Jamnick discussed the issue at the Warmuth property.  He said it would be more of an issue if a culvert was put in place, look at improving with curb and gutter and storm sewer.

$15.00 per foot for curb and gutter.  Right now the culvert could be raised and put in some temporary fill and get the right elevation for proper flow.  One continuous culvert would cause issues.  The owner offered to purchase a new culvert and raise it up until curb and gutters can be installed

Adams updated on the tree trimming issue and the request to DEED for that, its not considered Essar’s line on either highway, it’s the line that feeds Nashwauk and not able to submit to DEED for payment. They don’t cover maintenance issues, only construction.  Bolf will talk to DEED on the line and still wants DEED to cover it.

Discussed the rate study: Rate options for the EDU for residential and non-residential.

They also reviewed the rate option.

Want to leave face charge as a separate item on bill, increasing the water as a flat rate increase with the 25% depreciation amount.  Klamm suggested new commercial accounts to bill on meters otherwise not bill anyone else.  
*Motion by Klamm to use EDU’s with $17.00 water $5.00 face charge with exhibit A

Discussion continued
Anderson wants public input about what the PUC is proposing.  Someone needs to do a comparison of what they are paying now and what it would be. Bolf will get comparison for the board for next meeting. 
Klamm withdrew his motion

Bolf discussed the Bozich Addition regarding the water and sewer, to extend would cost
About $142,000 and could come out of DEED budget.  

*Motion by Anderson, seconded by Tweed to call for bids on the Bozich addition for water and sewer to the north edge, upon DEED approval to pay for it thru grant funds
Ayes all present—motion carried

Discussion was held on the specs for the above project and whether the line will be adequate for future use. JPJ will review the specs.  Also request the street department to check the pressure at the county garage

*Motion by Tweed, seconded by Klamm to adjourn at 4:10 p.m.

Ayes all present—motion carried

_______________________________

Secretary

