Nashwauk Public Utilities

May 21, 2013

Chairman Latvala called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. in the council chambers

Members Present: Latvala, Klamm, Bolf, Tweed

Members Absent: Anderson

*Motion by Tweed, seconded by Bolf to Approve Minutes of April 16, 2013 PUC Meeting

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Latvala to approve the following invoices for ESML: Steve Sherner $5,350.00; Adams Consulting $4,630.08; McGrann $7,796.11; L&L $1,557.41

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion Tweed, seconded Klamm to approve all invoices paid and file the claims report as official record

Ayes all present—motion carried

Old Business:

a. Review NPUC owned Utilities that serve the ESML project- Adams discussed all options regarding sewer backup, contract has not been defined with Essar yet.  

b. Review operation & maintenance of NPUC electric system- prices of electric maintenance distribution system, both are comparable or we can stay with Jerry Mackey for emergency or scheduled maintenance no action

c. Review tree trimming proposals-discussed what was needed and will get quotes and specs for the next meeting

Anderson entered the meeting at 3:10 p.m.

d. Discuss quotes from Waste Management three or five year agreement-was agreed to the five year contract

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Anderson to approve a 5 year contract with Waste Management for garbage and recycling pickup
Ayes all present—motion carried

e.*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Tweed to approve substantial completion for ESML corridor utility extension and allow Milt Latvala to sign

Ayes all present—motion carried 

f.Ketola discussed the Platt Ave sewer issues-there was a lot of black grit and clay tile and a broken line when the televising was done. Recommended a manhole on the end of Platt Ave
g. Discuss street project/ puc repairs- brought up at the last council meeting PUC could schedule a meeting once they decide what streets will be done. Table till city decides
New Business:

a. Review and consider GIS system- Adams gave update, city has contracted with the city of Grand Rapids, the system would be able to locate water and sewer lines.  If the city isn’t going to use it, it would be a waste of money. Need to finish the data and would be about $5000.00

Anderson asked who would maintain the system, Klamm agreed if its not going to get used it doesn’t make sense to move forward. Ketola was asked what his thoughts were. He said it would be good for the city crew to use and he would be able to update the system and needs a computer to do so. Bolf questioned if it will interrupt their normal work schedule or if they will be able to get the daily work done, Ketola said it would not
*Motion by Anderson, seconded by Tweed to approve the GIS system up to a cost of $4,500.00
Ayes all present—motion carried

b. Review and consider O & M proposal for substation metering-split cost of testing meters annually $2,000.00 cost
*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Klamm to approve the 50/50 split with Minnesota Power $2,000 annual charge 

Ayes all present—motion carried

c. Review electric line extension to Bozich addition-contact DEED and see if there is money available to complete the line to the area, Adams will handle
d. Review and consider 2nd amendment to LISA-delay till January of 2014, will be taking power, attorney drafted amendment, reviewed by Essar and MN Power

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Tweed to approve the 2nd amendment and approve the changes and allow Milt Latvala to sign

Ayes all present—motion carried

e. Review and Consider amendment to FCA-MP will use deposits to cover transmission costs
*Motion by Tweed, seconded by Anderson to approve the amendments to the FCA
Ayes all present—motion carried

f. Review and consider 2012 audit results-Greg Knutson was present to discuss the audit
g. Discuss water connections in RV park-Bolf asked why there are three water connections not working, Ketola said they haven’t had time to repair them, but will take care of them.  Bolf then asked how they will update the GIS if they don’t have time to get their normal work done; these have been out of service for over a year
h. Marking hydrants for winter-Bolf also discussed marking the fire hydrants before winter in case of an emergency the fire department needs to find them, will order and put up
*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Anderson to allow any commissioners to attend the MMUA conference in August 
Ayes all present—motion carried
i. Bolf discussed the broken culvert by Midwest, the road needs to be fixed and the culvert put in place, if the street department can’t do the work we will hire it out, Ketola will get back to commission
*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Latvala to adjourn at 4:15 p.m.

Ayes all present—motion carried
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