Nashwauk PUC

March 19, 2013

Chairman Latvala called the meeting to order at 3:00 pm in the council chambers

Members Present: Latvala, Bolf, Klamm, Anderson

Members Absent: Tweed

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes of the February 19, 2013 PUC meeting

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Anderson to approve the following invoice for ESML: Approve the following Essar invoices: McGrann Shea $5503.16, $4638.65; Sherner Power $8585.60; Adams Consulting $3386.00; National Conductor $172,178.03, $3317.46; JPJ $3162.79, $483.42, $2941.95
Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Latvala, seconded by Anderson to approve all invoices paid and file the claims report as official record
Ayes all present—motion carried

OLD BUSINESS:
Review and consider utility easements for ESML project: Adams noted the grant agreements state that the NPUC maintain the easements, they should be incorporated into the grant agreements with Essar on a permanent basis
*Motion by Anderson, seconded by Bolf to approve the easements with Essar

Ayes all present—motion carried

Review Electric line agreement between NPUC & ESML: Temporary lines that feed ESML were going to remove but ESML wants to keep in place, they will pay the maintenance and operation cost for the line, we will maintain but Essar will pay.
*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Anderson to approve contingent upon details are worked out and to allow Adams to work with ESML and allow Milt sign when approved

Ayes all present—motion carried

Review updated Water/Sewer rate study: discussed the depreciation and revisited rates with new accruals

Discuss sewer issues on Platt Ave: Kautto updated the commission on the sewer issues in that area, homeowner complained and it’s something that should get taken care of.  A man hole needs to be put in and also the line should be checked.  Gather the information and have the line televised and then make a decision on what to do.  

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Klamm to have Rapid Rooter televise and find the problem in the line and then make a decision after we get the information

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Anderson to reimburse Chris Kennedy $175.00 for the line cleaning invoice that he paid for
Ayes all present—motion carried

NEW BUSINESS:
a. Steve Sherner and Kaela Brennan to review NPUC –ESML substation and power contracts.

b. Steve Sherner and Kaela Brennan to review electric service territory agreements: updated the commission on the procedures for the territory issues
 c. Review surplus 15 KV wire—Adams ordered the wrong wire and would be a restocking fee, commission decided to keep for the time being in case we need to use it in the future
*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Latvala to transfer $11,254.24 from savings #710015 to the fund #601 for the PUC for the sales tax audit payment
Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Anderson, seconded by Klamm to approve change order for National Conductor in the amount of ($3740.00) and ($5060.00) for the McCarthy Lake and Calumet Subs

Ayes all present—motion carried

f. Approve quote from L&L Rentals for a pump, inverter and pvc for the manholes on Essar project $1557.41 only one quote received
*Motion by Klamm, seconded by Anderson to approve the L&L Rental quote in the amount of $1,557.41

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Klamm to approve John Ketola to attend the waterworks operator school in Grand Rapid May 15 to 17th mileage, course fee $125.00 and wages
Ayes all present—motion carried

h. Discussion on future issues regarding Essar: question on lift stations, who is responsible for them, PUC/Essar re: #3 and #4.   Warranty time frame from now until start up, issues with breaks, freezing etc?  Employees need to be trained for MSHA to be allowed on the property: NPUC will maintain lift station #1 to #4, and provide electricity to lift station #1 and #2.  Essar will provide electric service to #3 and #4
the warranty with the contractor will be 5yrs on each pump.  Klamm asked about when the warranty is done and wants to get dates and information on that.

No sewer service is used at this time, Kautto updated on the lift stations and need to keep them powered up and are being checked daily

*Motion by Klamm, seconded by Anderson to approve the MSHA training for the three employees 

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Klamm to set all NPUC meeting for the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 3:00 p.m.

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Klamm to adjourn at 3:45 p.m.

Ayes all present—motion carried


_________________________


Secretary
