Nashwauk City Council

August 10,2010

Mayor Hendricks called the meeting to order at 4:30 pm in the council chambers

Members Present: Hendricks, Heyblom, Fragnito, Gangl, Marinaro

Members Absent: none

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to accept the minutes of the July 27, 2010 council meeting

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Heyblom to approve all bills signed and file the claims report as official record

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Fragnito to approve the communications as read

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Marinaro to approve the consent agenda as follows:

1) Approve the following invoices for the Essar project contingent upon PUC approval: RLK $7,485.50, $11,370.00; MN Power $4776.84, 10794.96; Barr $23,429.30; Leonard Street $2,867.50; Black & Veatch $29,199.83; Adams Consulting 14,725.00

2) Approve Pay estimate #1 for Hammerlund Construction $27,153.42 for the pump house booster station contingent upon PUC approval

3) Approve Pay estimate #1 for Utility Systems of American $241,559.35 for the Essar Utility extension contingent upon PUC approval

4) Approve Change order #1 for the pump house / booster station in the amount of $34,649.00 contingent upon PUC approval

Ayes all present—motion carried 

Old Business:

1) Sample ordinance for Property Maintenance-discussed at the last meeting, Hendricks suggested the council look at the ordinance and make any suggestions as how it can be applied to the city.  Hendricks will also dicuss it with the zoning commission 

2) Discuss calling for bids for the Pearson Ave and 4th Street Sewer project. Clerk LaBine talked with RLK’s John Mattonen and he suggested to call for bids as it does take time for the process and if we get the grant then we would be ready for construction

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito to call for bids on the project

Ayes all present—motion carried

3) Discuss purchase of building Lot 11, Block 15 on Central Ave:  Clerk LaBine talked with Bob Scheierl and he suggested submitting a price to the county for the building as it will be up for auction in October.  Heyblom said the city could use it for cold storage but suggested that the city look at the building to see the condition of it.  Clerk LaBine will contact Scheierl and set up a time to tour the building

New Business:

1) Hendricks discussed the new laws regarding the clothing policy for employees that are required to wear uniforms.  A policy is in place for the police department but one is needed for the Ambulance Coordinator.  Per contract language clothing allowance is reimbursable and would not be a taxable item if there is a policy or contractual language in place. Clerk LaBine will work with Dimich to incorporate a policy for the next meeting 

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito to put a clothing policy in place for the Ambulance Coordinator position

Ayes all present—motion carried

2) Transfer $41,464.97 from General Fund Savings to fund #175 for city hall teardown project.  Hendricks asked if all bills have been paid or if the transfer is to cover bills to pay.  All bills are paid and its to cover the city portion on the project

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito to Transfer $41,464.97 from General Fund Savings to fund #175 for city hall teardown project.  

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl set budget meeting for Thursday, August 26th at 2:30 p.m

Ayes all present—motion carried

Hendricks discussed the community center and what the next step would be and he suggested that a question could be placed on the November ballot for public input.  We could then explain to the residents on how the facility would be funded prior to the election.  Heyblom concurred that getting public input is a very positive idea and is in favor of that

Hendricks also explained there would still be a public hearing prior to the construction phase.

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Marinaro to place the community center question on the ballot for the November election

Ayes all present---motion carried

Fragnito brought up issues from the last meeting regarding the 4th of July committee.  The same issues were discussed such as signage, coolers, glass containers and police officer shortage. Heyblom suggested adding new language to the sign in regards to towing vehicles, the date for parking and to place them 3 to 4 days prior to the celebration.  Discussion on the towing charges and who is responsible for paying them.  Hendricks suggested an ordinance would eliminate the cooler situation to not allow within one block of mainstreet.  He also said the cadette’s don’t have the authority to make arrest and should have more licensed officers for the event. Heyblom also suggested that the council talk to the police commission and request to expand the part-time officer list to 4 or 6 and to have the qualified people on staff and are willing to work.  Fragnito concurred that there would be people available to work when needed. Hendricks also said there would be an increase in costs due to additional training to hire more and would have someone available if our officers aren’t able to work

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito make a request to the police commission to increase the part-time list to 4 or 6 and to have the clerk send a letter to the commission regarding that

Ayes all present—motion carried

Discussion held on the ATV convention, Max Benolken asked if a PA will be available at the recreation center.  Hendricks also brought up additional camping facilities and looked at the empty commercial lots on Deering Avenue.

Hendricks also discussed the signs that were submitted for the Little League Field and what the council would like to see on the signs.  It was decided to have the blue cloud background, put the names on top and not use dedicated to and Little League Field on bottom and use the three pictures that were presented, the Spartan logo and the baseball player and bat.

____________________________________

City Clerk

