City of Nashwauk

June 23, 2009

Mayor Hendricks called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm in the council chambers

Members Present: Hendricks, Gangl, Marinaro, Fragnito, Heyblom

Members Absent: none

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to approve the minutes of the June 9, 2009 council meeting

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Marinaro to approve all bills signed and file claims report as official record

Ayes all present—motion carried

CITY DEPARTMENTS:
Karen Calaguire-nothing at this time

John Calaguire-nothing at this time

Karen mentioned a meeting she would like to attend in Grand Rapids 

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Heyblom, to allow Karen Calaguire to attend the Trauma meeting in Grand Rapids on June 29, with mileage

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Heyblom to approve the communications as read

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito to approve the consent agenda as follows:

1) Approve wage increase for summer employees to $8.00/hr

2) Allow any council or mayor to attend the Iron Range Economic Alliance in Mt Iron on June 24

Ayes all present—motion carried

OLD BUSINESS:

Discussion was held on the campground regarding the envelopes and getting a system set up.  Hendricks suggested that the campground host have a registration book for signing and to have the numbered envelopes.  A sample from MN forest campground was available to compare with our current envelope.  Ed Bolf will discuss with the host to see if he would agree to do these items and then the contract could be signed.  Fragnito discussed spaces being used by host.  Hendricks suggested he needs to minimize the use of extra lots

Fire Truck Maintenance agreement:  the cost is per visit and would be once per vehicle

Hendricks asked John Calaguire if the amount was reasonable. Calaguire suggested it be approved 

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Marinaro to approve a maintenance agreement for the fire trucks

Ayes all present—motion carried

Police commission policy-

Hendricks checked it and there were minimal changes in the areas they suggested and it looks good unless someone has a question

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Fragnito to approve the police commission policy

Ayes all present—motion carried

City website:

Karen Calaguire had no additional information, but Jody Benolken was present to discuss the site. The city had just renewed the contract for this year and Jody did look at the current website.  Jody had some lower costs for the website.  If we combine with the Range Riders and the Chamber it would lower the costs.  Hendricks asked about combing them and what would someone see if they would look for the city.  They could be linked

with the other sites.  LaBine had said the site could be updated with any information we would like. Benolken could work with our site or if we did switch, she could work with the clerk’s office. It was asked to check on a refund to the current site.  Heyblom suggested the more collaboration within the community as we could get we would be better off.  It is like having a united front and get a bigger bang for the buck.  He also thought our site may be outdated and would like to see the advantages/disadvantages to keeping our current system. Gangl also concurred that we need to have information presented to us in order to keep the site current.  Heyblom is more interested in the ease of use and location of site.  Benolken said Homestead would be easy to maintain and that is has more to offer than what we have currently.

It was suggested to get together with Pam and see what the site has to offer. Calaguire talked to Roger Potter about his photos and he has offered them to be used by the city for the website.  If the clerk’s office needs any help with the site she would be willing.

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Heyblom to approve Resolution 10-09 for Business Partnership Grant Program

Roll Call-Ayes Marinaro, Heyblom, Fragnito, Gangl, Hendricks  Nay-none Motion Carried

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to approve Etta Hitner for handicap parking in front of her home @ 325 2nd Street

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Heyblom to approve 5-year lease agreement with GNIOP and Superior Mineral Resources for power line, water, sewer right of way on 65

Ayes all present—motion carried

Discussion was held on the donation-Hendricks commented on all the society does for communities and he recommends to give double of what we gave last year.

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to give a .50/per resident donation for this year

Ayes all present—motion carried

Resolution on Canisteo Pit is on hold until further information is received.

A resolution for bonding for the community center for $500,000.00

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Gangl to approve resolution 12-09 for a $500,000 request for bonding

Roll Call-Ayes Marinaro, Heyblom, Fragnito, Gangl, Hendricks  Nay-none

Motion carried

Hendricks brought up the Mineland Reclamation grant and campground improvements and the bids that came in for the water & sewer.  There needs to be electrical quotes and find out what we will be billed from the engineering firm and if we need them to oversee the project.  Find out more info at the next meeting and decide what we need to do.  We may want to meter the spots for the future.  

Hendricks discussed the yard cleanup.   One question was regarding the letters sent for grass and blight and if it isn’t done in the time noted can’t police department enforce that? Dimich said the next step is issuing a ticket.  It keeps coming before the council and things may need to be adjusted.  If they are given a time limit then does the council need to remind them or should a citation be given instead of sending out more letters?  Dimich said if it does have a set time then the next step is to go forward with a ticket.  Fragnito asked if the letter has to be sent every time?  Hendricks also asked if it was stated in the letter that in the future no notice will be sent, but a citation would be issued, would it hold water?  Dimich said that it would be better with the proper wording before it gets to the courtroom. Heyblom concurred, it isn’t the responsibility of the council to patrol the streets and look for these things, we have law enforcement and hopefully they are familiar with our ordinances should be able to handle it, under other circumstances then bring to the council.  This has been a topic for three years.  It is frustrating and you hear complaints from others in the community.   Heyblom asked if it’s a directive when the ordinance is in place, or do we need to tell law enforcement that it’s a directive and needs to be taken care of.  Dimich would like the letter sent without a gap as it turns into another argument the recipient could make.  Heyblom asked what the other councilors have to say.  Fragnito agreed if there is extenuating circumstances then something could be worked out.  Gangl also concurred we aren’t here to baby sit.

If Paul is going to enforce and if not why, and if enforced is the correct language being used. Dimich can look at any letters to make sure of correct verbiage. Hendricks says they have the camera and can take photos, Dimich also said that is all he needs is pictures showing the conditions.  We need to get this done between now and the next session and if not put on next agenda

Hendricks wanted to send condolences to the family of Bob Norgard who recently passed away.  He attended all of our meetings in the city and PUC and was very dedicated in his environmental issues.

Meeting adjourned at 6:00 pm

