City of Nashwauk

Council Meeting

1-12-10

Mayor Hendricks called the meeting to order at 4:30 pm in the council chambers

Members Present: Hendricks, Heyblom, Fragnito, Marinaro

Members Absent: Gangl

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Marinaro to approve the minutes of the December 22, 2009 council meeting and the December 31, 2009 special meeting

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Heyblom to approve all bills signed and file the claims report as official record

Ayes all present—motion carried

Amy Evans appeared before the council to request a letter be written for no conflict for the Housing Program as she is on the Board of Directors at Kootasca and was approved for a home improvement loan.  Council agreed to have Dimich prepare letter.

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Marinaro to approve the communications as read

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Marinaro to approve the consent agenda as follows:

1) Approve On Sale Liquor and Sunday Liquor license for Dan Brim at the Corner Café

2) Approve Essar invoices contingent upon PUC approval:  Minnesota Power $426.95,430.00,598.95,929.29; Itasca Cnty Recorder $252.00; Prosource $905.35; Barr $961.50; LHB $7662.44; HDR $1973.65

Sherner Power $2195.45, 8768.50; Adams Consutling $12535.00; RLK $8002.50, 604.00

3) Approve training for five police department personnel on the squad computer system, January 14, in Grand Rapids

4) Approve five ambulance personnel to attend the 2010 EMS conference in Duluth, January 14-19, conference fee $610.00 plus mileage

Ayes all present—motion carried

Old Business: 

1) Discuss job evaluation status—Hendricks asked if the council was still interested in doing and if so a work session would need to be set up to review and discuss process.  It was conclusive to continue with process and set meeting

2) Set up discussions for new office personnel—Hendricks suggested having a work session to discuss the office position and also set up a special meeting to conduct the interviews once the committee gives its recommendation.  Council agreed.

3) Spur Station update—Marinaro questioned the gas station and wanted to know if anything recent has taken place regarding what can be done with the building.  The status is the same as previously mentioned at the August meeting.

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Marinaro to approve ordinance 217-10 regarding franchise fees 

Ayes all present—motion carried

Dimich entered meeting at 4:50 pm

New Business:

1) Discuss Community Center—Hendricks updated on the community center. The committee met with Architectural Resources and looked at other sites for the new community center.  It was decided to have public input regarding this and to have a meeting for the public to attend

2) License agreements for power line & Little Sweden Road-Heyblom discussed this item as he was contacted by Great Northern regarding license agreements.  It was suggested the clerk contact Great Northern and get something in place.

3) Computer upgrade-purchase new Hendricks discussed the computers in the office and it was suggested by the clerk to upgrade one of the computers or to buy a new one.  Allow the clerk to requests quotes for upgrades or a new computer

Hendricks informed the council of the EDA grant that was approved by the Federal government.  He thanked Oberstars office, Amy Klobuchar and Randy Lasky for their help in securing the grant.  It was a timely process to get thru.  The paperwork is thru and would like authorization to sign and execute

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito to allow the Mayor to sign EDA grant papers for approval 

Ayes all present—motion carried

Hendricks asked Dimich about union information, it will be sent to the union this week.

Hendricks discussed a letter regarding a donation that the council approved, implying that it was a violation of law. They council has always discussed any donations with the attorney prior to approving them.  He would like to invite the concerned citizens of Nashwauk to attend a meeting and discuss things that may be questionable.  Heyblom also concurred that it’s a public service that is done in return for the donations.  He would also like to see the coalition helping in anyway they can.  Dimich also said the council does ask and donates as the law allows

The organizational agenda was discussed as follows: 

REORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 2010

1) Appoint the City Attorney
John Dimich

2) Appoint the following for the Fire Department:

· Fire Chief
John Calaguire

· 1st Assistant
John Ketola

· 2nd Assistant
Kris Clusiau

· Secretary/Treasurer
Ben Newman/

                 Dan Hendrickson

· Training Officer                                                          Mike Haames

3) Appoint Aaron Clusiau for the three-year term for Police Commission

4) Designate the Scenic Range News as the official newspaper

5) Designate the American Bank as the official Depository

6) Designate the 4M fund for investment purposes

7) Set the council meetings for 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 4:30 p.m.

8) Appoint Al Cianni to the Zoning Commission for a three-year term.  

9) Appoint Dynamic Insurance as the City Insurance Agent

10) Appoint Mary Fragnito as acting Mayor 

11) Appoint William Hendricks as Weed Inspector

12) Appoint ________________  for 3 year term on Public Utilities Commission

it was decided to hold off on the appointment for the PUC, two candidates have applied and the council will hold a special meeting and meet with each individual.  Bolf will continue on until a decision is made

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Heyblom to approve the organizational agenda

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito to adjourn at 5:15 pm

Ayes all present—motion carried

_______________________________

Pamela LaBine, City Clerk

