City of Nashwauk

February 24, 2009

Mayor Hendricks called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm in the council chambers

Members Present: Hendricks, Marinaro, Heyblom, Gangl, Fragnito

Members Absent: none

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to accept the minutes of the February 10, 2009 council meeting

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Gangl to approve all bills signed and file the claims report as official record

Ayes all present—motion carried

City Departments: 

*John Calaguire-filed the reimbursement request for FF1&2 training

*Karen Calaguire-nothing at this time

*Paul Vraa-nothing at this time

*Bryan Adams-update on utilities—Essar project on Rail finalized right of way and easements and prepare plans and specs for bids in April

Power as far as we can go on 58, need some clearing to be done 

Open house on high voltage line a success. Public input very responsive

Transmission lines and power waiting for Essar to come up with a construction schedule

County intersection of 65 & 58 and will be bidding in April for construction to start in June

US Steel dewatering the Perry pit and may have some effect on our municipal wells, we

need to update the sub station and securing costs to do that, also some distribution lines need to be updated and are pursuing funding for the projects

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Fragnito to approve the communications as read

Ayes all present—motion carried

*No consent agenda

*Discuss next step in process to tear down old city hall—Grant of $50,000

had a previous bid on tear down at a cost of $83,000.  Suggestion from RLK to use our own landfill to dispose of demo, would save on costs.  The building has been tested for asbestos.  Need more information from engineer and place on next agenda

*Review applicants for EMS Coordinator Position-Hendricks noted only one applicant applied and did receive letters of recommendation for the applicant. Karen Calaguire had given a proposal in December that still stands.  Hendricks favors hiring and recommends meeting with Karen possibly on Friday with another council person and work out negotiations if the council moves forward and hires

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Heyblom to hire Karen Calaguire contingent upon working out the contract

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Gangl checked in to land sale to Essar with the county but didn’t hear anything from the main contact talked to Barb but still didn’t get any answers and an email was to be sent but never received.  Heyblom questioned the attorney on the letter, Dimich says he has seen this before and gives the municipality the opportunity to decide if they want it reclassified to sell. Gangl will check into it again and place on next agenda. 

*Appoint person to police commission for remaining term till 12-31-09- Hendricks said

three people applied and one is a fireman and the state statute reads they are not eligible.  Hendricks would like to appoint Linda Saylor to fill out the vacated term.

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Marinaro to appoint Linda Saylor to fill term until 12-31-09

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Mineland Reclamation Grant-due on Friday, February 27, 2009, if anyone has any ideas for the project it was suggested a list from RLK with our current project status be placed in city hall and the council can come in and pick something that may be eligible for the grant.  Hendricks suggested that a place for the horse trail for parking trailers or horses would be an option

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Heyblom to transfer for debt service payment from PUC savings $26,764.50

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Fragnito to transfer for debt service water tower payment from PUC savings $5,979.60

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Heyblom to pass Resolution 07-09 for Lawron Trail Riders to conduct gambling at Jams Bar &G rill

Roll Call Vote- Ayes- Marinaro, Heyblom, Fragnito, Gangl, Hendricks  Motion Carried

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to accept resignation from Linda Saylor for the 4th of July committee

Ayes all present—motion carried

The Mayor suggested that everyone looks at RLK’s backlog of projects and that some may have been set aside for lack of funding.  We should prioritize and have John Jamnick come to the next meeting and discuss the list also with our power lines or any PUC updates that would be needed.  In the stimulus package there may be funds available for fire trucks, or police department equipment. Any suggestions should be given to Brian Adams who will be meeting with Peter Cooper on the stimulus package.  Need to evaluate everything so we will be ready to proceed when the time comes

*Fragnito brought up the police department contract and the schedule changes that are needed.  Hendricks said he doesn’t have a problem with it as long as the police commission approves its fine with the council.

Motion to adjourn at 6:00 pm

