Nashwauk City Council

December 14,2010

Mayor Hendricks called the meeting to order at 4:30 in the council chambers

Members Present: Hendricks, Fragnito, Heyblom, Gangl. Marinaro

Members Absent: none   John Dimich absent

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to accept the minutes of the November 23, 2010 council meeting

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Heyblom to approve all bills signed and file the claims report as official record

Ayes all present—motion carried

City Departments:  

John Calaguire-  Discussed the FEMA grant in the amount of $94,601.00 prices have increased since grant application and the new amount for turn out is $104,154.00.  Fire Safety will be measuring for the gear that the grant was written for but will hold off until new people are hired to the department for the extra gear.  Hendricks commented that the balance can be transferred from the Development Fund to cover the difference. With a couple retirements for next year the eligibility list should be increased would like permission to advertise.  Also the people that apply would be invited to the training and meetings and see what its all about before actually hiring.

End of month will be the election of officers and the relief meeting will be Tuesday, December 28th.  Update on the Polaris 6x6 fundraising to date $11,500.00 donations will be in from Lake Country and Endowment Fund next week.  They will need a utility trailer, which is about $2,400.00.  The snowmobile and ATV were sold at the auction and will be receiving that money shortly about $3,000.  Received a $500 grant for the gas monitoring system but was not enough to purchase the calibration kit, which is $295.  The fire department is requesting the city to purchase kit

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Marinaro to approve the purchase of the calibration kit at a cost of $295.00

Ayes all present—motion carried

Special Items:

Brian Adams updated the council on the Essar Project – Discussion on the HVTL agreement with MN Power, Essar and Nashwauk on responsibility of the ownership and maintenance, Black and Veatch working on the substation design, Essar to supply their power needs.  Pump house complete need to install control system, received grant for abandon well from MN Department of Health and will be completed next spring.  Concrete being poured and project is continuing to move forward.

Roger Potter-Police Commission-- Two people have passed the background checks and recommend to hire Chris Melin and Eddie Huffman and to do the next two background checks on the people from the eligibility list

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito to hire Chris Melin and Eddie Huffman as part-time police officers for the City of Nashwauk

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Gangl to approve the communications as read

Ayes all present—motion

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Marinaro to approve the consent agenda as follows:

1) Approve the following invoices for Essar contingent upon PUC approval: Braun $270.00, $8,767.50, $6,270.00; MN Power $2,188.00; RLK $28,582.00; Adams $14,990.00; Barr $13,158.97; Sherner $8,230.00; Leonard Street $4,810.00; Scenic Range $37.57; Rapid Rooter $300.00; Fideldy Bros $1,488.00; Black & Veatch $64,446.04

2) Approve pay estimate 5 to Utility Systems in the amount of $91,529.99 for the Essar sewer and water project contingent upon PUC approval

3) Approve attendance for any mayor or council to attend the experienced officials     conference on January 7-8 in Nisswa cost $220, plus hotel and mileage

Ayes all present—motion carried

Old Business:

Project status on Community Center/learning center: the city received a call from Rukavinas office regarding the status of the project.  With the state in financial difficulty we need to set up a work session to make a decision about the project and whether or not we need to return the money.  Work session to be set up in early January

New Business:

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito to approve land leases for LaRue Pit and Land Storage with Itasca County and allow Mayor and Clerk to sign

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Heyblom to approve Resolution 09-10 to PERA for part-time police officer 

Roll Call – Ayes Marinaro, Heyblom, Fragnito, Gangl, Hendricks  Nay-none Motion Carried

Discussion on the pay estimate and the extra work done and cost involved and also the use of the cities equipment.  More information is needed before approval, ask Hammerlund to attend the next meeting

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Gangl to table until the next meeting the approval of partial pay estimate #1 to Hammerlund Construction for sidewalks and curbs in the amount of $36,766.71

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Marinaro to transfer $4,678.29 and $36,766.71 from the Community Development fund to the General fund and the Project fund for the city garage and the curbs and gutters

Ayes all present—motion carried

Discussion on changing the date for the BCBS renewal premium was discussed and the main concern was not knowing the amount that would need to be budgeted for in the next year if the date was changed to October, as the city needs to have their preliminary levy done by September 15 of each year

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Gangl to leave the insurance date for Procare renewal the same

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Marinaro to approve the 3rd Amendment to the Essar Dev Agreement to allow quarterly payment for 2011 and allow the Mayor and Clerk to sign

Ayes all present—motion carried

Mayor Hendricks discussed the city participation with the library board: There is a joint powers agreement in place for the library board.  The city isn’t receiving all the financial statements, minutes and notifications of meetings.  Discussion with two other library board members and they agree there should be a recall of the meeting held in November.  Someone does need to be appointed to represent the City of Nashwauk.  With public entities involved the powers needs to be followed.  

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Heyblom to contact the board members and set a meeting for discussion on proper procedure and to appoint William Hendricks for a three-year term

Ayes all present—motion carried

Mayor Hendricks also brought up the red iron ore on the highways in the area.  The company needs to address this issue and a letter should be sent on behalf to the citizens and council of Nashwauk.  Contact attorney Dimich and request a letter be sent out immediately

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Heyblom to approve the court integration form for citation processing and allow the clerk to sign

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to advertise for the open commission positions 

for appointment at the 2011 organizational meeting

Ayes all present—motion carried

_______________________________

City Clerk

