City of Nashwauk

May 12, 2009

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Hendricks at 5:30 pm in the council chambers

Members Present: Hendricks, Heyblom, Fragnito, Gangl, Marinaro

Members Absent: none

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Heyblom to accept the minutes of the April 28, 2009 council meeting

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Gang to approve all bills signed and file the claims report as official record

Ayes all present—motion carried

CITY DEPARTMENTS:

*Pete DeNucci-Discussion was brought up on a number of items; a call to borrow tables for the rummage sales or grad parties was received by DeNucci, the council discussed and we currently have a policy that we do not loan them out to anyone for either sales or grad parties.

Three hydrants need to be replaced at a cost $2,000 each; the street sweeper needs to be replaced and we should look at budgeting for that; the dump road is getting full of trash from people dumping there.  Its not a legal dump, signs will be posted.  If dumping is not halted plans to gate off the road or cameras will be placed in the area

*Paul Vraa-discussed need for more officers during the 4th of July celebration-council approved to let the Chief do what needs to be done

*Karen Calaguire-two new ride-along for the ambulance service-needs approval

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito to approve William Williams, and Eric Tardy for the ride-along and allow Mayor Hendricks to sign

Ayes all present—motion carried

The Red Flag Rules policy was discussed and should be enforced as of May 1, the ambulance would like to purchase the training package for $288.00 and Calaguire will train ambulance personnel

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Heyblom to purchase the Red Flag Rules training package at a cost of $288 for the ambulance service

Ayes all present—motion carried

SPECIAL ITEMS:

The Nashwauk Alliance Church approached the council to have a battle of the bands at the church on the 3rd of July, it would be family orientated and will have volunteers for crowd control.  They will solicit bands from area churches.

The hours will be from 4pm to 9pm.  They would like to reserve the recreation center in case of rain.  The charge for the recreation center would be $200 with deposit refund.

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to allow the church to hold their event on the 3rd of July

Ayes all—motion carried

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Heyblom to approve the communications as read

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Marinaro to approve the consent agenda as follows:

1) Approve the following invoices for Minnesota Steel: Leonard, Street & Deinard $1,910.00;MN Dept of Commerce $50,000.00; McGrann-Shea March $18,264.12 & April $12,285.83; Adams Consulting $12.895.05;MN Power $20,822.64; Sherner Power $21,591.50; Northspan $157.00 & $1,899.61; Astec Enterprises $8,414.00;RESCO $5,655.15, $149.10,$100.64,$247.88,$356.78,$9942.53,$2,700.79; UMC $11,602.50

2) Allow any mayor or council to attend the Census 2010 meeting either in Grand Rapids or Hibbing-two dates to choose from

Ayes all present—motion carried

Discussion was held on the Civil Defense position Calaguire pointed out that there is some training involved and would like to know if the council wants her to get educated.

Hendricks said if its available then you should do it and come back to council for approval.

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito to appoint Karen Calaguire as civil defense director beginning 5-12-09

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Heyblom to approve Deductible option for workers comp insurance at $250.00

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to approve resolution 08-09 regarding Workers comp coverage for elected officials

Roll Call Vote Ayes-Marinaro, Heyblom, Fragnito, Gangl, Hendricks Nay-none

Motion carried

Discuss summer recreation program and advertising for directors-one application received. Agreed to advertise for the position. Applications will be on next agenda

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to advertise for summer recreation director

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Discussion was held on the playgrounds- we have the items to complete the playgrounds and the matting for under the swings.  It was asked of Brian Gangl to pick out some items for the 4th street playground.  

*DeNucci asked if he could get two people to start right away for the summer help

we are taking applications until May 20th, that wouldn’t be fair to other applicants. Hendricks suggested that DeNucci look at the applications and to make a recommendation to the council at the next meeting. DeNucci asked how many the city wants to hire, Heyblom asked how many the departments wants. Hendricks suggests four as that what was done last year.  We will wait till next meeting and decide how many to hire after we check things out.

Sale of city land-the sign is up on the lots for sale, Hendricks approached by a realtor to sell the city lots but it was decided to sell thru the city. Heyblom suggested we put up a new sign on the highway.

City Sidewalks-Gangl suggested coming up with a plan for sidewalk replacement.  DeNucci said the sidewalks are normally replaced when streets and curbs are. A lot of people are upset with street condition. Hendricks said the feasibility of doing it now when we have sewer and water repairs.  When we get money to do sewer and water project, we would tear the roads up and he is hoping thru the city is in a financial position without any increase taxpayer and wait a year or so hopefully we will be in financial position to do this without a huge levy and a huge tax increase to anybody if any at all. Hendricks said it’s a strong possibility that this could happen.  The stimulus package and grants will be available for these projects. Fragnito suggested the projects be prioritized and identify them.  Pete and the guys could make a log book of these areas and then we can start projects and not do the whole town at once

Tasers for police department-Gangl said Dasovich was sent to the training for tasers and he is an instructor with the tasers and wondering where they are.  Hendricks said that Vraa wanted to hold off on this till the 1st of January 2009 and then they were going to look into it.  Vraa said part of it was cost and part policy we are working toward getting them.  Dasovich is already certified and the training was for continuing education. Vraa is working on alternative funding for the tasers Gangl says he would like to see the officers with them.  Vraa was asked to get prices and present to the council.

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Marinaro to approve the permit application for the Nashwauk Endowment fund raffle

Ayes all present—motion carried

Closed session not needed- no department or name mentioned

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Marinaro to settle grievance on the recommendation from the committee appointed by council to settle on the terms agreed to

Ayes all present—motion carried

Deb Derfler was present at the meeting to discuss the information presented to the council at the meeting on statistics on injuries etc.  At this point they have decided they would like to make a multi-purpose room at the fire hall, the fitness equipment would be in the room and also it can be used for private conversation after critical calls, a place for EMT’s to stay on a call shift, use it for a training room. They did get a quote to build the walls and the members would volunteer to paint etc.  Calaguire concurred that it is a good idea.  It was also suggested that a grant from FEMA be pursued.  The grant fire for the fire department was contacted and he said he would check on it to be sure it isn’t conflicting with the fire department grant.  There is a $2000.00 fee with other adjustment to the cost. Gangl also brought up the idea of having a key card for the school for the ambulance personnel. 

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Heyblom to apply for the FEMA grant and it is contingent being based on fitness room.  

Ayes all present—motion carried

Hendricks expressed concern on who is responsible for maintenance or who will replace it.  Derfler said that if any donated equipment was miss used it would be removed.  

Heyblom said the city should have the authority to limit the equipment that they see fit.

*Heyblom left meeting at 6:40 pm

Hendricks discussed meeting in Bemidji regarding the housing grant, information was given out as to how people need to apply and how the paperwork needs to be filled out.

Hendricks also is trying to work with Blandin on a community center and will be setting up a committee to work on the project.  RLK made a brief design on the building. Will be trying to pursue getting free funding for the building. Need to check out other facilities and see what the likes and dislikes of the buildings are

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Gangl to allow the clerks office to call for quotes on the electrical and sewer & water for the RV park and to work with RLK 

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Gangl to adjourn at 6:50 pm

Ayes all present—motion carried

