 City of Nashwauk

April 12, 2011
Mayor Hendricks called the meeting to order at 4:30 in the council chambers

Members Present: Hendricks, Heyblom, Marinaro, Gangl, Fragnito
Members Absent: none
*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Marinaro to accept the minutes of the March 22, 2011 council meeting

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Heyblom to approve all bills signed and file the claims report as official record

Ayes all present—motion carried

City Departments: Paul Vraa discussed the animal shelter in Coleraine. It is currently closed so we need a new place to bring the animals. Vraa is working on a final contract with the Hibbing Animal Shelter and should have more information by the end of the week. Hendricks suggested to Vraa to work with Dimich on the contract. No action taken.

Paul Vraa discussed policy 212A: “Procession of property seized for administrative forfeiture” and said there had been some changes and/or updates from the policy that is already in effect. 

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito to accept the changes to policy212A
Ayes all present—motion carried

Paul Vraa also discussed trying to gather help for the 4th of July celebrations. He would recommend having 12 officers in addition to the officers of the city. We would have to have a joint powers agreement so the other officers can police in the city. No action taken.

John Calaguire requested permission to have a fire department grass burn weather permitting.
*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Gangl to approve the grass burn and put it in effect.
Ayes all present—motion carried

Discussion was held regarding purchasing a new lawnmower for the streets department. Three quotes were given from Latvala Sinclair, Omar’s Stihl and L&M Supply. The one suggested is similar to the current one we have, which has been a good machine. Hendricks wanted the street department to get a quote from Paul’s Garage to find out what it would cost to put the current lawnmower in its best working condition. The choice became the Z-Master from Latvala Sinclair. 

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Gangl to purchase the TORO Z-Master lawnmower from Latvala Sinclair for $9,487.80 plus tax.
Ayes all present – motion carried

Ketola brought up an electrical issue at the recreation center. There is currently a moisture problem and the electrical panel must be replaced. It was suggested to separate the ceiling lights with wall outlets and install a new panel. The council did receive a quote from USA Electric. The council wanted to get a quote for moisture proof equipment since we will be making the change.

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Marinaro to fix the electrical problem at the recreation center with USA electric for $2,225.00. Another bid will be requested from USA Electric for moisture resistant equipment. 

Ayes all present – motion carried

A discussion was held regarding the status of the floors at the fire hall. Karen Calaguire said they had run out of wax so they bought some from B. Miller. Then price might exceed the project maximum of $500.00. No action taken.
Karen Calaguire also reminded the council that is is “Severe Weather Week” therefore they will be doing a tornado drill on Thursday, April 14, 2011 at 1:45.  No action taken.

Special Items:

Sheila Hart from First Call was absent.

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Gangl to approve the communications as read.

Ayes all present – motion carried
*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Heyblom to approve the consent agenda as follows:

1) Approve the following invoices for Essar contingent upon PUC Approval:  RLK $25,729.00, $11,700.40, 1500.00; Barr Engineering $776.26; Adams Consulting $16,977.50; MN Power $3,328.00, $4,194; McGrann Shea $18,616.35; Sherner Power $9,150.00; Leonard Street Deinard $1,312.50; Construction Bulletin $101.50; Scenic Range $36.76; J. Mackey $837.90, $396.90, $264.60

2) Approve liquor license training for Pam LaBine and Paul Vraa in Grand Rapids on April 27, 2011 wages plus mileage no fee for class

3) Allow Paul Vraa to attend the Chiefs Meeting on April 13, 2011 in Grand Rapids 

4) Allow Karen Calaguire to attend the EMS Professionals recognition event on April 26, 2011 wages plus mileage no fee

5) Approve any Mayor or Council to attend the Focus on Canada conference at Hibbing Community College April 13 & 14, 2011. $50 per person

6) Approve any Mayor or Council to attend the Iron Range Economic Alliance Quarterly meeting in Duluth on April 13, 2011. No fee
Ayes all present—motion carried

Old Business:

Discussion was held regarding the board member position with the library board. Mayor Hendricks cannot serve by State Statute, therefore a new member must be appointed. Gangl volunteered to serve on the condition that he has a backup member, which Marinaro volunteered.

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito to appoint Brian Gangl as board member, with the alternate of Mark Marinaro.

Ayes all present- motion carried

Discuss zoning of 8th Addition property- Heyblom would like the permission to address the zoning committee regarding the rezoning issue. Heyblom said you cannot include a commercial property on a residential grant, which the city is pursuing. It is important to rezone that property.
*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Fragnito to table the issue until Heyblom meet with the committee.

Ayes all present – motion carried

Discussion was held regarding the sign at the Little League Park. Mayor Hendricks would like to dress it up and asked permission to purchase some plants and put around the sign. Council advised him to fill out a purchase order.
*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Heyblom to approve the purchase of plants. 

Ayes all present – motion carried
Discussion was held regarding the D.O.T. sign located north of town on Hwy 65. Mayor Hendricks said they installed the wrong sign. The sign should be similar to the one in Coleraine at the 40m/h zone. It is to enforce speed, not noise. Paul Vraa will work with the D.O.T. to get the correct sign installed.

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Marinaro to advertise for the summer recreation director with the same information as last year.
Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Marinaro to advertise for part-time summer street department help with the same information as last year.
Ayes all present—motion carried

Discussion was held regarding the 4th of July 10K race. Hendricks talked about the funding they used to have but have lost due to low turnout due to weather. It was suggested to give the 4th of July Committee/10K race $600.00 assuming Keewatin would pay the same to cover their costs. Hendricks will talk with Bill King and will get more information for the next meeting. No action taken.

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Fragnito to support the RUS grant application from the Nashwauk School District. 

Ayes all present – motion carried

The discussion continued regarding the letter dropped off by the Nashwauk School requesting a meeting to work together on a few issues. Hendricks said Gangl and Heyblom would be good candidates for this project, which Gangl accepted (Heyblom left meeting) and any information they can bring back to the council will be discussed.

*Motion by Marinaro, seconded by Gangl to approve the pay estimate #7 for $27,067.17 to Hammerlund Construction for the pumphouse project, already approved by PUC.

Ayes all present – motion carried

Marinaro discussed a few issues – 
a) Seems like a lot of people are not happy with Mediacom. They don’t offer Twins programming, and the internet has become very slow. He would like to know if he could entertain other companies. There was possibly a Blandin grant for communities who wish to develop internet access. We can also try to contact Paul Bunyan and see what they can do.
b) Building west of Jams seems to not be properly secured. The back door seems to have been opened and there is possibility for vandalism. A letter from the Clerk’s office will have to be sent to put the owner on notice. If no response, then the city would have to secure it. 

Discussion was held regarding a work session. In this session, summer street department help, ordinance of abandoned buildings and internet options would be discussed. No date or time has been set. 

*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Marinaro to adjourn at 5:35 pm

Ayes all present—motion carried

__________________________

City Clerk

