City of Nashwauk

August 11, 2009

Mayor Hendricks called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm in the council chambers

Members Present:  Hendricks, Heyblom, Fragnito, Gangl

Members Absent: Marinaro

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to accept the minutes of the minutes of the July 28, 2009 council meeting with amendment to minimum wage motion, and Special Meeting held August 5, 2009

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to approve all bills signed and file the claims report as official record

Ayes all present—motion carried

CITY DEPARTMENTS:

-Paul Vraa discussed forfeited vehicles and unclaimed bikes and requested to bring to the state auction in Grand Rapids

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito to allow Paul Vraa to bring the Ford Ranger to the state auction and make arrangements to have the vehicle brought there

Ayes all present—motion carried

-Pete DeNucci discussed the playground on 4th street and what upgrades need to be done

suggested that pea rock be placed in the area and to remove chips and sand

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito to remove chips and sand and get it ready for when the equipment and then put the pea rock in and to work with Brian Gangl 

Ayes all present—motion carried

Casper is complete with the RV Park and questioned if they need to go to 4th street and work on the sewer.  Hendricks said that is PUC and should be handled by them

Check on the standpipes and see if more work needs to be done.  Most have been replaced. The signs have been put up and look good.

-John Calaguire-not present

-Karen Calaguire-just items on consent agenda

SPECIAL ITEMS:

-Andy Verrant interested to purchase lot on 7th street.  There are drainage issues and the lot requires plenty of fill and possible wetland issues. Jamnick said the lots have always been sold on an “as is” basis.  The council suggested the party make an offer to the city.

The council will then review for determination.

*Recommendation from Zoning to vacate alley on the east side of Midwest Manufacturing – Hendricks wanted to make one thing clear that he did not give anybody permission to put a structure up on city land, he did not.  When the slab was in it protruded beyond the property line and Hendricks was notified and the council would work with Midwest to take care of it. The council agrees to vacate alley and allow enough room for the setback. Heyblom concurred we need to work with the business owner.  Vacate the alley way north to south the length of the property along with the stipulation they pay for all costs incurred in the transfer of land

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Heyblom to accept the zoning recommendation with the addition that Midwest Manufacturing pays all fees involved.

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to approve the communications as read

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Heyblom to approve the consent agenda as follows:


1) Approve MIS invoices contingent upon PUC approval: Veit $966.00;A-Z –2009 $3,160.00, $8,500.00;MCGrann Shea $511.43; HDR $9,157.30, $9,937.27; MN Power $504.00, $9,824.71; Adams Consulting $17,107.60; Dimich Law $100.00; Sherner Power $2,200.00; Solomon Corp $75,000.00; Northspan $550.00; RLK $20,293.25

2) Allow Karen Calaguire to attend the MN Trac training on August 20 in Virginia at a cost of wages and mileage no fee for course

3) Allow Karen Calaguire to attend the Partnering in Response, November 4th in Grand Rapids plus mileage

4) Approve work order form

Ayes all present—motion carried

-John Jamnick discussed old business regarding the Fern Avenue project and the pay estimate. It’s a unit price contract and we only pay for what is actually used.  Hendricks asked if the bill is for work completed last year.  The work was from last year and was mostly underground.  It is a compensating change order with plus/minus and it adjusts contract.  It is work thru the entire project. 

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito to Approve change order #2 for Fern avenue in the amount of $9,731.09 

Ayes all present—motion carried

Discussed the pay estimate and this was for paving work from June and some damage to the curbs and gutters done over the winter

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to approve pay estimate #5 to Casper Construction in the amount of $44,415.03

Ayes all present—motion carried

NEW BUSINESS:

Discussion on the Fire Relief Association regarding reviewing the forms. Heyblom suggested that the relief association have someone at the council meeting in the future to explain the reporting forms and have a written statement that these documents are okay

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to Approve the SC-09 form for the fire relief association and the MBW-09 worksheet and allow the clerk to sign

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Fragnito to advertise for pony league football coaches

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Gangl to advertise for chairman for the Halloween party

Ayes all present—motion carried

Hedge Trimming- Hendricks commented on the advertisement on channel two from the City of Keewatin. If we adopt policy we could put into ordinance and if the owner doesn’t comply they may be liable for misdemeanor.  There should be setbacks set up for fences etc., from the street and the sidewalk. Visibility is limited on corners.  Fragnito suggested that there should be a limit on where you can put things and what can be put and it should be removed during the winter.  Zoning asked the council to update and make changes to zoning in March.  Heyblom agreed nobody should be blocking the sidewalk.  No action is taken but will be on next agenda.  Dimich will check to see if ordinance is in place if not suggested to make one and the council can add to if necessary.

Letter from Dimich regarding the Wesanto building and the statue on Hazardous & Substandard buildings.  Various items were discussed and it was decided a letter would be sent to the owner with return receipt to find out what his intentions are with the building.  It was also suggested to notify him on the grass and weeds.  It will then be discussed at the next council meeting.

Re-cessed meeting at 6:30 pm for closed session regarding union negotiations

Meeting re-adjourned at 7:00 pm

Discussion was held on retirements and Hendricks asked it there is anything in writing as to how soon a notice needs to be given to the employer.  Dimich said nothing was in the contract at this time and standard procedure is two weeks. Hendricks said it would be nice to know enough in advance so the city wasn’t left in an emergency situation. He suggested that the council move forward with the employee job evaluations.  Fragnito suggested that when the city contracts are open that language is added regarding written notification of retirement, etc. and there would be consequences if not followed.

Meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm

____________________________________

City Clerk

