City of Nashwauk

Minutes of the April 14, 2009 council meeting

Mayor Hendricks called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm in the council chambers

Members Present—Hendricks, Heyblom, Fragnito, Gangl

Members Absent: Marinaro

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Gangl to accept the minutes of the March 24, 2009 council meeting and the March 23, 2009 special meeting

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to approve all bills signed and file the claims report as official record

Ayes all present—motion carried

City Departments:

*Paul Vraa-nothing at this time

*Pete DeNucci-brought up issues with the trailer court and the electrical problems.  It was recommended by the council that the PUC address the situation.  Send a letter to Charlie Zidich to attend the next PUC meeting

*John Calaguire-Received grant from the Minnesota FF Association for $4,000 to cover part of FF 1&2 training 

-10 members starting 1st responder class beginning today

-5 members to join 1st responder class June 8 to July 8, 40 hours cost of $1,800.00 includes books, test and final exam.  John will be working on a grant for reimbursement on that also

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Heyblom to approve five fire fighters to attend the 1st responder class at a cost of $1,800 

Ayes all present-motion carried

-Entry door to the fire hall. The door and jam are rusted out and needs to be replaced.  -----Quote from Mesabi Glass for $1,579.00.  The other door needs to be painted as it still has primer coat on it

-Grass burning will begin this week and try to get done as much as possible before the cut off.

-May 10th mothers Day breakfast and would like approval for advertising in the Scenic Range.  10:00 am to 12:30 pm tickets will be for sale

-Annual fit test is due and did get prices from Job Care at $20.00/ for 24 people.  Jeff Graves is setting dates for testing.  Total cost $480.00 and is mandatory

-Toured the assisted living complex and it is a very nice facility

The council agreed that all of the items should be approved

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to replace entry door at the fire hall for a price of $1,579.00

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to get the fit testing done by Job Care at Fairview

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Heyblom to approve the advertising for the Mothers Day breakfast to be held on May 10th 

Ayes all present—motion carried

Rob Maki with the Hibbing DNR contacted John regarding the new fire contract that they want him to sign; no changes have been made for this year and would need approval to sign

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito to allow John Calaguire to sign the contract

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Karen Calaguire-nothing at this time

*Ed Ball requested a handicap parking by his home on Deering Avenue.  Heyblom agreed to grant space since we have done this in the past

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito to approve handicap parking spot by Ed Ball’s home on Deering Avenue

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Fragnito to approve the communications as read

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to approve the consent agenda as follows:

1) Approve the following invoices for Minnesota Steel project: MN Power $232.00,$15,703.48, 672.00;RLK-$5,022.50;ASTEC-$6,514.000;UMC$15,990.00; Adams Consulting-$21,174.10; Lake States-$6897.52; McGrann Shea-$37,359.57 contingent upon PUC approval

2) Allow any council, mayor or clerk to attend the CIRI meeting on April 21, 2009 in Chisholm

3) Allow Maddern & Dasovich to attend the Precision Driving on April 30, 2009 cost $90, plus wages 

4) Allow John Ketola to attend the Water Operators School in Ely on May 13-15th, Cost $115 plus mileage and wages

5) Place ad in Scenic Range for Spring clean up notice

Ayes all present—motion carried

Discussion was held on the workout room at the fire hall.  Anyone working out will be willing to sign a waiver per Deb Derfler she also said that the group is concerned about the hours at the school and working out with the younger kids.  Gangl met with Mark Adams and the hours would be posted. Heyblom said there is still the issue of having the door locked and we should get another clarification on the room being locked. He also said that by signing a waiver does not remove the city from liability.

Hendricks suggested that both could be used simultaneously but still protect the city.

It was agreed to table till the next meeting.

Discussion on the lot at the corner of 1st and Central, previous developer not interested 

Hendricks suggested we use $35,000 as the minimum bid and take sealed bids for 30 days. The money generated by this sale could be used to upgrade the city garage. 

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to advertise lot for 30 days and to take sealed bids with a minimum bid of $35,000.00

Ayes all present—motion carried

Hendricks discussed the law enforcement grant application.  Ed and Paul have looked into the information and it would cover an additional officer with funding available for three years. All paperwork has been filed and we are just waiting to hear from them

Campground upgrades will begin this spring with the Mineland Reclamation Grant funds.  Electrical meters and water and sewer to be put in on the North end.  We need to send out bids to design the system.  We should also accommodate the size lines for the lot on the North end. Need to get with Pete and the street department before we proceed

Call local contractors to get quotes on city garage upgrades and see if we will proceed with project

Hendricks brought up warranty work on alleys and it needs to be looked at.  There are two places in town that have standing water in the alleys.  We have requested to repair these areas and it has not been taken care of.  Between the 3rd and 4th street on 600 block and between 1st and 2nd street on the 500 block.  Maybe it can be worked in when they come to do Fern Avenue.  RLK will talk to contractors and see if it can be done as soon as the frost is out.  Heyblom concurred that we need to relay information to residents when it will be done.  RLK will get someone on the job as soon as possible

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to award quote for 4th of July portable restrooms to Ryhti Construction

Ayes all present—motion carried

Hendricks has been looking at the zoning ordinance.  He said the blight in town needs to be addressed to have people clean up after their animals. Dog waste that neighbors have to put up with is unbearable.  If we don’t have an ordinance we need to put something in place.  Fragnito said we should address it as well as Heyblom said to check other communities to see what they do.  Hendricks said the zoning has nuisance ordinance in there and he would like the zoning to have the blanket authority to arrest somebody.

Heyblom said we need to address it and make the effort to write any ordinances that have some teeth in it.  Hendricks suggested we get a hold of the attorney and see what he says.

He also suggested Paul take some pictures of the home on 2nd street

Fragnito brought up the software program that was purchased.  She recommended that the program be installed on all the departments’ computers so that they are all the same.

Is that ok with the department heads with computers. No motion made since it’s a directive from the council since we are all in agreement

Hendricks discussed the community center and getting cost for a building in conjunction with the Kootasca and Early Childhood as they may have some funding to be used with the City.  There will also be a letter sent to them in regards for funding and if we move forward with the project that we will incorporate them in the project as well. All concurred that the facility will be one to complement the city.

Motion to adjourn at 6:20 pm

