Nashwauk Public Utilities

12-21-10

Chairman Latvala called the meeting to order at 3:00 pm in the council chambers

Members Present: Latvala, Bolf, Hendricks, Tweed, Keranen

Members Absent: none

*Motion by Hendricks, seconded by Tweed to approve Minutes of November 16, 2010, Special Meeting December 2, 2010

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Latvala to Approve the following invoices for ESML: Approve the following invoices for Essar contingent upon PUC approval: Braun $270.00, $8,767.50, $6,270.00; MN Power $2,188.00; RLK $28,582.00; Adams $14,990.00; Barr $13,158.97; Sherner $8,230.00; Leonard Street $4,810.00; Scenic Range $37.57; Rapid Rooter $300.00; Fideldy Bros $1,488.00; Black & Veatch $64,446.04

Approve all invoices paid and file the claims report as official record

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Hendricks, seconded by Keranen to approve Pay Estimate #5 for Utility Systems of America in the amount $91,529.99 for the water and sewer project for Essar                                                                     Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Hendricks, seconded by Keranen to approve the 3rd amendment to the master development agreement and allow Chair Latvala to sign                                                             Ayes all present—motion carried

Rick Lemonds from Lake Country Power was present regarding the power supply for Essar; they would like to submit a proposal from Great River Energy and would provide a wholesale price.  Megawatt price is down from a few years ago.  Would like the PUC to consider an open request for wholesale power.  Hendricks suggested the power team would entertain the opportunity to them and look at a proposal.  The PUC would not be re-issuing RFP’s for this and would allow them to submit their proposal to Steve Sherner.

Old Business:

Review and Authorize Minnesota Dept of Health grant agreement and authorize proper signatures.  Adams informed the commission of the approved grant and work will be done next spring

*Motion by Tweed, seconded by Bolf to approve the proper signatures for the grant with the MN Department of Health

Ayes all present—motion carried

Discussion on the substation bus extension, need to approve the new design work to be done part overhead and part underground.  Long lead-time, underground cable need to be bid and to get pricing, can wait till January to see what Essars’ needs are.

Review draft HVTL Wetland Permit Application to COE: met with the core and combining 230 & 115kv in same route.  Adams asked the PUC if they want to see the final review prior to submission and Bolf said they would like a copy and a special meeting if necessary.  A letter of verification will be issued by the COE.

New Business:

Adams discussed the NPUC 2011 budget process.  Suggested setting a meeting for the budget process, Bolf and Tweed and himself.  Hendricks suggested Clerk LaBine also be involved in the budget process

*Motion by Hendricks, seconded by Bolf to approve advertising for contractor lineman position for 2011

Ayes all present—motion carried

Information for the following: Two commission positions up for consideration for 3-year terms has been advertised January 7th due date.  One position appointed from the city council

Other Business: Patty Williams attended the meeting regarding the power line that will be running thru her property.  There are eight families in the area of the route.  She spoke with MN PUC and they said there was nothing that could be done about it.  The route permitting is final but MN Power still needs to determine the route that will be used.  Adams said the new line would be in the same place as the old line. Williams requested a gouse meter so her house can be checked.  Adams will contact MN Power for that procedure.

Next meeting date January 18th 2011.

*Motion by Bolf, seconded by Keranen to adjourn at 3:45 pm

Ayes all present—motion carried

__________________________________

Secretary

