City of Nashwauk

February 8, 2011

Mayor Hendricks called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. in the council chambers

Members Present: Hendricks, Heyblom, Gangl, Fragnito

Members Absent: Marinaro

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to accept the minutes of the January 25, 2011 council meeting and the February 2, 2011 special meeting

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Fragnito to approve all bills signed and file the claims report as official record

Ayes all present—motion carried

City Departments:

Karen Calaguire-presented the council with year-end reports for the service.

Requested EMT refresher course for Eva Turner

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Gangl to approve Eva Turner to attend the EMT refresher course cost $275 plus wages and mileage

Ayes all present—motion carried

The county contract with the ambulance has expired and they are working on the final phase and will correspond with the council when she receives it

Paul Vraa—Discussed the DOT sign regarding the noise from semi trucks.  Hendricks concurred we need to enforce noise ordinance or come up with a way to solve the problem. Vraa suggested setting up a radar sign to help slow them down. The sign the state put up is small and isn’t very visible. 

Items From the Floor:

Karen Peterson presented to the council a concept for a community garden.  She has always had an interest to organize one.  The council thought it was a good idea and the would need to find an area large enough and with good soil.  The council agreed to allow Peterson to move ahead with the project and find a location that works for everyone.

John Calaguire: the 6x6 Ranger was picked up and is at the fire hall.  There needs to be training before they can begin using it.  There will be a newsletter publicizing the ranger.  It does need some extra equipment and medical supplies in the future

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Heyblom, to approve the communications as read

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito to approve the consent agenda as follows:

1) Approve the following invoices for Essar contingent upon PUC Approval:  Barr Eng $6,003.81, $12,502.50; RLK $10,041.25; Leonard Street $370.00; Adams Consulting $14,315.00; Black & Veatch $59,688.86

2) Allow any council or mayor to attend the CAER pipeline meeting in Grand Rapids on March 1, 2011 n/c for seminar, pay mileage and per diem 

Ayes all present—motion carried

Old Business: 

Discussed the sidewalk and curb pay estimates and change orders.  Need someone present at the meetings to explain the pay estimate and change orders

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Gangl to table until the next meeting

Ayes all present—motion carried

New Business:

Hendricks discussed the bonding bill regarding Essar Steel imports.  It was introduced at the capital by four state representatives from our area.  It’s a huge mistake at this time it could have an impact on the plant and we could loose our infrastructure funding. It should have been presented to the City and PUC prior to going ahead with the bill; it can jeopardize jobs in the area and impact the Iron Range.  Fragnito concurred the reps should have shown the council the courtesy on presenting this to the city.  There are lots of unanswered questions and it wasn’t proper to do it without discussion. It was decided to send a letter to the state and Hendricks will be in St Paul to discuss it 

*Motion by Gangl, seconded by Heyblom to City to sponsor the Winter Frolic for the Nashwauk Area Youth Org under the auspices of the City of Nashwauk and for the city to provide extra liability insurance.  Event on Saturday, February 12, 2011 

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito to pass resolution 01-2011 for risk youth multi- disciplinary team, Minn. Stat. 626.558 Data Sharing Agreement, aka Gang Task Force

Roll Call Ayes-Heyblom, Fragnito, Gangl, Hendricks Nay-none  Motion carried

Discussed amendment to the Township agreement to update with some language changes

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito to approve the changes to the Nashwauk Township agreement and allow the Mayor and Clerk to sign

Ayes all present—motion carried

*Motion by Heyblom, seconded by Fragnito to approve Bingo for the Spartan Booster Club on March 20th at Lindsmayer hall and allow the Clerk to sign application when it comes in

Ayes all present—motion carried

Hendricks discussed the job descriptions and hiring within the ranks for foreman position.  Will work on getting the job description in place by the next meeting

Hendricks said a milestone in the city has been reached. An agreement was approve between NPUC and Minnesota Power for them to serve the load to Essar.  A wholesale provider is phase one, entering into agreements with Essar is phase two

Heyblom brought up the infrastructure on the East of town.  No wetlands and will work with RLK on the next step.  The land is platted for lots and then it would need to be rezoned.

*Motion by Fragnito, seconded by Gangl to keep pursuing the project on the East side of town

Ayes all present—motion carried

__________________________________

City Clerk

